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164' s Woodrow Wilson Keeble, 1917-1982 
Woodrow Wilson Keeble was 
a born warrior. His combat 
buddies know it. He served with 
the 164th Infantry Regiment in 
WWII, earning a Bronze · Star -
and a Purple Heart. Keeble 
reenlisted to go with the 164th 
when it mobilized to Camp 
Rucker for the Korean War. 
While there, he volunteered to 
take the "short straw" for a trip 
to the war zone, allowing a 
younger family man to remain 
stateside, iecalled his company 
commander at Camp Rucker, E. 
Duane Holly (Brig Gen. NDARNG, 
ret). 
While assigned to the 19th 
Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry 
Division, in Korea, MSgt Keeble 
earned a Distinguished Service 
Cross, a Silver Star, a Bronze 
Star (with "V" for valor), and 3 
Purple Hearts. Because of his 
actions, he was recommended 
for the Congressional Medal 
of Honor-TWICE. Both times, 
the paperwork was "lost" at 
higher headquarters. 
Chief, as he was called by his 
unit and his friends, is gone 
now, but his deeds are not 
forgotten. There is a campaign to document his incredible story and to resubmit a nomination for the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. This issue is dedicated to his memory and his heroic actions in 





AS KNOWN ON 1 3 FEBRUARY 2006 
Howard Lauter (LM), Co H, 26 Mar 04 
Bemard T. Minnehan, 28 Oct 05 
Raymond D. Conlon (LM}, Co B, 4 Nov 05 
Joel B. Grotte, Co A, 28 Oct 05 
Harold Hoff, 15 Sep 05 
Raynold E Nelson (LM), 16Jan 03 
Avery John Leger, 3 Oct 05 
Cannelo "Charlie" Borgia (LM), 22 Nov 05 
Robert 0. Bradley (LM), 7 Jul 01 




make it home ... 
WaldemarC. "Wall~ Johnson (LM), 5Jan 06 
Howard Bjerketvedt, Co G, 9 Feb 06 Then- SGT Joe Castagneto (above left) and SGT Gene 
Scullivano (right) & pay their respects to PFC Peter 
Perrina, runner for Co A, who was killed circa April 1945 
in Leyte, Philippines, where he is interred. 
Everett C. Hultman, Co L, 24 Sep 94 /page 9/ 
John Cochran, Hqs 1st Bn, 30 May 76 /page 7/ 
Ernest Tolliver, Co A, 9 Jan 00 /page 6/ 
Richard Pierzina, Co D, 2 Mar 03 /Page 6/ 
Raymond D. Conlon, 85, 
died Friday 4 Nov 05 at his 
11.:.... _ _ ...,.~Y.M.·1 home in Minto. From the 
~~____J 
Obit: Ray entered the ND 
National Guard in the 164th 
Infantry, Company B. 
He fought at Guadalcanal where he 
as wounded by flying shrapnel, 
ausing loss of a kidney and part of 
he large intestine. During the war, 
Ray was a Feather Weight boxer and 
eceived the nickname "Little 
Dempsey" from the great Jack 
Dempsey. Ed. Note: Ray was one 
f a group of 164 veterans to go to 
uadalcanal in 1992 for the 50th 
of WWII · 
Avery J. 
Leger 
3 Oct 05 
4Nov05 Hello. I'm Tammy Van Tassel, daughte 
of Howard & Jean Van Tassel. I'm sending this 
obit for your newsletter. Bernard T. Minnehan 
was my uncle-Jean Van Tassel's brother. From 
the Obit: Bernard enlisted in the 164 Inf Reg't, ND 
nny National Guard in 1940, age 23. He 
· deployed with the 164th to New Caledonia to 
or the Guadalcanal campaign. He then volunteered for duty 
in Burma with the unit that became known as Merrill's 
aurauders. Having made the Army his career, he was 
tationed at Ft. Lewis, WA, when the Korean War broke out 
nd his unit was immediately deployed for the defense of the 
Pusan perimeter. He died 28 Oct 05 at age 88. 
2 
Waldemar C.' "Wally" Johnson, Col (ret), 
ND Air Guard, passed away 29 Jan 06, at 
age 94. From the Obit: He was one of 8 
"MinuteMen" who were the first National 
Guardsmen from· ND to be inducted into 
federal service in 1940. Col. Johnson held 
aldemar C. 164 Life Membership Card # 16 and was the 
Johnson Association President in 1971. 29 Jan 06 
Joel B. Grotte, 89, died Friday, 28 Oct 
05, in Watford City, ND. From the Obit: 
Joel joine-d Company A, 164 Infantry, in 
Sep '40. He served at Guadalcanal and 
he Pacific Theatre, later joining the 
amed Merrill's Marauders and served iA 
the China, Burma, and India campaigns. 
e received 3 Bronze Star Medals and 2 Purple 
Hearts along with numerous campaign medals and 
he Expert Combat Infantry Badge. Ed.-Thanks to 
im Fenelon who sent the obit, and reminds us that 
he July 03 issue of the ~ had a story about Joel. 
280ct05 To whom it may concern: 
Howard Lauter passed away on 26 Mar 04. 
His wife Grace passed away 3 Jan 2000. 
Sincerely, Gurtha & John Lauter, 
16582 Frazer Way, Rosemount, 
MN 55068 
[Editor's note: See Howard's 
WWII narrative on a es 12-15 
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In our thoughts ..... 
1 Nov 05. Dear Mr Kemp: Greeting! My name is Bonnie 
Mohagen. I am C. J. (Jim) Livingood's daughter. I 
received the 1641h Newsletter today .. .! enjoyed reading it. I 
thought I should inform you that my Mother, Virginia 
Livingood, passed_ away on Aug 29 this year. She enjoyed 
reading the "News" even after my Dad passed away. My 
Dad was always so proud of the 1641h. And I was so proud 
when I read about Hiway 2 being renamed to honor you 
brave men! If at all possible, could you inform me as to 
when and where the dedication will take place? I wou'ld be 
honored to be there for it. Thank you. Sincerely, Bonnie 
Mohagen, 239· Eastwood Drive, Grafton, ND 58237 [Ed. 
note: I kept Bonnie on the mailing list so she will be informed]. 
Duane "Pappy" Larson, Brig Gen (ret), North Dakota Air 
National Guard, passed away 21 Sep 05. He 
joined the Army Air Corps in 1941 and flew 68 
_.,,, • .,,_missions over Europe in the P-51 Mustang with 
. the Eighth Air Force. His war medals inc1ude the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with 4 oak 
leaf clusters. 
Dec 05 My mother, Carrie Jewell, died on 20 Nov 05. 
Please cancel any subscriptions she had. Thank you. Dr. 
Mary Gatzke, 243 Lake Blaine Dr, Kalispell, MT 59901 
16 Dec 05 $15 for newsletter in Memory of Russell and 
Donna Opat. $10 for new associate membership. Gail 
Opat, PO Box 11029, Spring, TX 77391-1029 
Ed. Note: this was in response to renewal notice sent to Donna 
20 Dec 05 To Ben & 1641h Infantry: Enclosed is check in 
the amount of $50, given in memory of Clarence Blecha, 
Co C, WWII. Clarence was proud to have served, and the 
164th Infantry Reunions were important to him. Thank you 
for your efforts for the 164th Infantry Association! Esther 
Blecha (Assoc. Life Member), 4582 Belmont Rd, Grand 
Forks, ND 58201. Ed Note: Clarence passed away 22 May 
03 at the age of 85. 
Dec 05: Bernie Wagner, Current President, 164 Assoc: It 
is with great sorrow that I notify you of the death of an 
outstanding soldier by the name of Carmelo "Charlie" 
Borgia of Company H. Charlie volunteered to go on a 
number of patrols while on Guadalcanal with Lt. Donham. 
He was promoted to Sergeant for his efforts. He became 
an instructor in flamethrowing while on the Solomon 
Islands. Eventually, he was transferred back to the US to 
train recruits in flamethrowing use and techniques. He was 
a resident of Staten Island, NY, most of his life. About 2 
years ago, he moved to Indiana to be with relatives. He . 
suffered cardiac arrest last November and was hospitalized 
for a week an,d then sent home for hospice care. He died on 
November 22, 2005. Borgia was well liked by everyone. 
We became good friends over the years and attended a 
number of reunions in North Dakota. Sincerely, Nick 
Cascio, Co H, 38 Forte Ave, Medford, NY 11763 
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In our prayers ..... 
8 Nov 05 Bernie: Earl H. Johnson is in a care center in 
Spokane, WA. He had a slight stroke, but he is recovering 
well and he hopes to be in the Spokane Veterans Home 
soon. Change of address enclosed and $100 check--$50 for 
the Assoc. & $50 for the News. He wants to keep track of 
all that goes on with his buddies. Sincerely, Doris Cobb. 
Earl H Johnson, c/oJ.L.Cobb, 710 Fir, Coulee Dam, WA 99116 
1 Dec 05 16416 Infantry Assoc: Howard has enjoyed the 
news letters. He is at present time at the VA Medical 
Center, Fargo, ND. He has had 3 strokes this past year --
he needed several surgeries - tube feeding - he is only able 
to say a few words, but is very alert and I am able to visit 
with him 2 days a week. He has been there since Aug 19, 
2005, and will stay th~re. His care is excellent and staff so 
very good to him. He enjoys cards. I noticed the Valley 
City Auxiliary was there and gave cards at Veteran's Day. 
I'm sure they were not aware that he served in the 1641h. 
Wishing all a Happy New Year. '"Bev .. ' and Howard 
Bjerketvedt, 602 Hipple Ave, Henning, MN 56551-4116 
Ed: Howard is listed in the last Roll Call, 9 Feb 06 
6 Jan. ·06. Ben. Am enclosing a recent post from Paul 
Dickerson's daughter. She is keeping me updated on his 
recent health problems. Enclosed $25.00 for the News 
Letter. Too, an my address label you have (LM)(WWII) 
(K). True, but I served in Viet Nam also. Art Hanley, A 
Co, 164, 19453 mckox Rd, Mount Vernon, WA 98274 
Note from Paul Dickerson's daughter: "Art: I just wanted 
to let you know that I got to see Dad twice last week. We 
all got together the day after Christmas. Dad was able to 
get in the wheel .chair and join in our Christmas celebration 
almost as if he was his old self I was .back in Ohio then 
over the weekend He is doing very well given his 
limitations. All the bedsores on his legs ·are healed. The 
large one that had been on his back is almost gone, which 
is nearly a miracle! He seems to have more strength and 
energy than he did when he first came home . . Mom is 
giving him very good care & seems to be handling it well. 
Hope you're well had a good Christmas. Paula Waggy" 
15 Nov 05 This is to inform you that my husband, Raynold 
E. Nelson, passed away on January 16, 2003. I so 
appreciate your newsletter, but he's no longer here to enjoy 
it. I'm sorry I didn't write sooner, but I hope you 
understand. Joyce Nelson, 8455 56th Ave SW, Carson, ND 
58529 Phone 701-622-3119 
Feb 05 [Sent in by daughter Linda Bosch, Fargo] Renee 
Lenzmeier, 75, passed away 17 Dec 05 in Phoenix .. She 
was the wife of 164 member (Korea) MSG (ret) Ralph 
Lenzmeier, 2003 N Arabian Lp, Payson, AZ 85541. 
Did you know you can look up North Dakota death records 
online? Many other states have similar services. Your 
local newspaper may also have on-line obituaries. 
https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/doh/certificates/deathCertSearch.htm 
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Oct 05: Change: Arvid Thompson, 2750 Victoria St. N, Apt 220, Roseville, MN 55113-2076 
Oct 05: Change: Hilbert Swanson, 917 Franklin St, Dickinson, ND 58601 -6203 
Oct 05: Change: Harrol D. Collins, 325 E 3rd St, #325, Madison, MN 56256-1760 
Oct 05: Change: Earl H. Johnson. c/o J.L. Cobb, 710 Fir, Coulee Dam, WA 99116. 
Oct 05: Change: Edith Tuff, 212 81h Ave W, Apt 109, West Fargo, ND 59078-2659 
Oct 05: Winter Change: Lowell W. Lundberg, 6146 E. Cicero St, Mesa, AZ 85205-7547 
Oct 05: Change: Kenneth Shaver, 1012 Fair St, Devils Lake, ND 58301 
Oct 05: Change: BG (ret) Fred T. Flo, 660 Camino De Los Mares, # 223, San Clemente, CA 92673 
Jan 06: Change: Joseph Ramsfield, 2803 Deer Meadow, Denison, TX 75020 
Jan 06: Change: Theo. K. Rustad, 215 E. H St, Russellville, AR 72801 
Feb 06: Change: Dave Ellis, 252 W Blackhawk Dr, Apt 207, Ft Atkinson, WI 53538 
Feb 06: Change: Herbert Klein, 7605 1491h Ave SW, Bowman, ND 58623 
Ben J. Rosalez, 4317 Belle Dr. , Antioch, CA (164 veteran) [See Pg 6] 
Robert E. Evans, 5360 Pin Oak Circle, Sheffield Village, OH 44054 ( 164 veteran, Co E) [See Pg 7] 
Marion Lee Minks, 714 Lynnwood Dr, Logansport, IN 46947 (164 veteran) [See Pg 9] 
Michael C. Beatini, 39 Highland Rd, Montvale, NJ 07645 (164 veteran, Co F) [See Pg 10] 
Hugh Walter Jones, 599 Sturdivant Estates, Summerville, GA 30747 (164 veteran, 3rd Bn S-2 Section)[See Pg 8] 
Nicholas Cascio, 38 Forte Ave, Medford, NY 11763 (164 veteran, Co H) 
Bruce Hagen, 108 Riverside Pk Rd, Bismarck, ND 58501 (164 veteran, Korean War) 
"!! (ide ntifie d by "' ) 
Mrs. Sybil Pepple*, 74 Elm Ave S, Box 65, Fessenden, ND 58438 (wife of Arthur Pepple, 164) 
Orville T. Bernhoft*, PO Box 185, Mountain, ND 58262 (Brother Leonard was in HHC 1st Bn) [See Pg 11] 
Casandra Syme*, 12 Syme Lane, PO Box 169, Raymond, MT 59256 (daughter of Ralph Parpart, 164) 
Sue Tolliver-Pompa*, 1411 2nd Street, Arnolds Park, IA 51331 (Daughter of Ernest Tolliver, Co A)[See Pg 6] 
Gary Hultman*, 706 South Ct, Eveleth, MN 55734 (Son of Everett Hultman, Co L) [See Pg 9] 
Michael_ J. Davis*, 4 Tepolito,_Rancho Santa Marg_arita, CA_ 92688 _ {Ne£hew of John Cochran, HHC I st Bnl LSee Pg 7J _ 
Phillip Hugh Jones*, 4604 Oakland Terr SW, Mableton, GA 30126 (son of Hugh W. Jones, S-2 Sec, 3rd Bn) [See Pg 8] 
Phillip Joseph Jones*, 2501 Rock_Island Rd #205, Margate, FL 33063 (son of Phillip, grandson of Hugh W. Jones) 
Charles Patrick Jones*, North 6402 Delaney Rd,_Delavan, WI 53115 (son of Hugh W._Jones, S-2_Sec, 3rd Bn) __ ____ _____ _ 
Gail Opat*, PO Box 11029, Spring, TX 77391-1029 (daughter of Donna & Russel Opat, 164) 
ft1" 1W1· i"OR 
Harry Renschler, 2917 E Colorado Dr, Bismarck, ND 58503 
Paul J. Steen, 50 Carriage Sq, Oxnard, CA 93030 
Raymond H. Steffen, 1903 Willow Dr, Grand Forks, ND 
Robert Tvenstrup, 909 W 54th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99518 
Ken Lystad, Box 515, Stanley, ND 58784-0515 
William G. Goudy, 4844 Blackjack Rd, Ashland, MS 38603 
Cliff Gustafson, RRl Box 146, Cummings, ND 58223 
Luther Wiest, 1321 16th St. N, Bismarck, ND 58501 
Neil A. Tennyson, 17819 Merridy St. #343, Northridge, CA 91325 
Arlen Thorstenson, 6789 Renkib Ave, San Diego, CA 92119 
Gary Valiere, PO Box 8629, Incline Village, NV 89542 · 
Dwayne Leadbetter, 3421 Oakes Dr, Valley City, ND 58072 
Tom Vagle, 335 6th Ave SE, Valley City, ND 58072 
Harold Zoller, 1829 Hwy 1804, Linton, ND 58552 
Robert M. Carr, 1850 Alice St, Apt 505, Oakland, CA 94612 




Robert F. Love, 4192 Courts Ct, Spring Hill, FL 34606 (164 veteran, Co D) [See Pg 9] 
Dannie M. Simpson*, 305 Baucom Deese Rd, Monroe, NC 28110 (son of James C Simpson, Co F) [See Pg 10] 
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BLECHA ESTHER M 50.00 IN MEMORY OF CLARENCE BLECHA 
OPAT GAIL 15.00 IN MEMORY OF RUSSEL & DONNA OPAT 
HILL ROBERT & GEORGIE 10.00 IN MEMORY OF E. "BUD" MORMON 
LAST NAME FIRST n GREGORY JOHNW 5.00 OEHLKE RALPH H 5.00 
ALME JOHNN 15.00 HALTLIE RAY 5.00 OLSON* KARENA 10.00 
ANDERSON LLOYD 10.00 HAMER (COL) GEORGE R 20.00 OPDAHL JERRY 5.00 
BENZINGER JOHNA 25.00 HANLEY ARTHURW 25.00 OTMAR JOE 40.00 
BERCE LEONARD L 10.00 HEISLER EWALD 10.00 PFAFF LEOV. 10.00 
BLOMSTRANN EMIL IRVING 15.00 HOFF DOLORES E 25.00 POLESCHOOK JOE 10.00 
BREITENSTEIN LINDA 5.00 HOFF DONNAE 5.00 RAHN EDNA 15.00 
CASIO NICHOLAS 10.00 JACOBS ZANE 15.00 RAMSFIELD JOSEPH 10.00 
CASTAGNETO JOSEPH A 160.00 JACOBSEN JOHN L. 5.00 ROTHROCK JANE 15.00 
CHEMISTRUCK STEPHEN A 25.00 JELLEBERG LLOYD 5.00 SCHEER BERNARDA 5.00 
CHRISTIANS STANLEY 10.00 JOHNSON EARLH 100.00 SCHMALTZ ARTHUR 10.00 
CLANCY ALBA 15.00 JUVINALL JOHNR 5.00 SHINE ROBERT & JONI 30.00 
COFFEY HERBERTV 10.00 KELLER DEBRA 5.00 SINKBEIL RAYMOND F 20.00 
CUPPAK BOHDAN 5.00 KERBAUGH WALTER 5.00 SMITH HUNTERS 5.00 
DAHL ERLING A. 5.00 KJONAAS DONNA 15.00 STIMSON MILDRED 15.00 
DAHL FRANCIS 10.00 KLAVASGM S.J. 10.00 SWENSON "GENEVIEVE 20.00 
DAILEY WMH 10.00 KNAPP CHARLES C 10.00 SYME CASANDRA 15.00 
DAVIS MICHAELJ. 15.00 KREJCI JEROME 5.00 TENNYSON NEILA 10.00 
DODD ROBERTP 10.00 KRISKO BERNARDB 10.00 THILMONY NORBERT 5.00 
EDWARDS LANCE J. 10.00 LARSON* ALYSM 20.00 TONGEN CLAIRE 10.00 
ELLERMAN DR RAYMOND 10.00 LEADBETTER DWAYNE 5.00 TUFF WILLIAM M. 10.00 
ENGLISH TOM 5.00 LOVE ROBERT F 10.00 VON HALLE KARLH. 5.00 
ENGSTROM CHARLOTTE 15.00 LYKKEN TRE;UMANN 15.00 WAGNER PAULETTE R. 10.00 
FISCHER THOMASJ 5.00 LYSTAD · KEN 25.00 WATKINS BU.RIELF 5.00 
GESELLCHEN RICHARD 10.00 MARCHANT LELAND 20.00 WELL DONALDW 10.00 
GOODMAN LEWIS 15.00 MATHEWS ARDIS 5.00 WESTMARK ALLENE 10.00 
GRANDE PASQUALE 5.00 MURRY EMERSON 15.00 
Ill liOLL ~IN6 Ill 
ANDERSON MORRIS LAKE PARK MN NELSON* ERICK E. TURTLE LAKE ND 
ARMSTRONG LEO HARRISONVILLE MO OLSON GLENN H GRAND FORKS ND 
CLAUSEN VINCENTR SAINT PAUL MN OSTER DONAVAN MESA AZ 
COLLINS EDWARD PLEASANTON CA PETERSON DEFOREST DAVIDSON NC 
DINGLEDY GEORGE H INDIANAPOLIS IN POE* EURETTAE. WILLISTON ND 
EVENSON DONALDJ GRAND FORKS ND SMITH* LUCILLE M AUBURN WA 
FISCHER PAULF DICKINSON ND THOMPSON ARVID ROSEVILLE MN 
FOX EDWARDM DALLAS TX TODD* DONNA PUYALLUP WA 
GILBERTSON ARNIE HILLSBORO ND TUFF* JOHN H. LANSBORO MN 
GJESVOLD WALLACE WILDROSE ND VOTAVA FRANKS GRAFTON ND 
GODOVA JOHN COLUMBIA HTS MN WEBER RHEINHOLDL VALLEY CITY ND 
HESS ROBERTM WATERTOWN SD WIIK HENRYM MINOT ND 
ISENBERG GEOW LAS VEGAS NV YEARKE LOUISL GRAND FORKS ND 
JACKSON DONALDH SANTA ROSA CA 
KJELSTROM EDWINJ. RUGBY ND 
KJERA* DOROTHY MAXBASS ND 
KNUDSON BRENTON C. PETALUMA CA 
KRAUSCH WALLY CENTRALIA WA 
LARSON DENNISW. FARGO ND 
LAUGHLIN GEORGEB GLENDIVE MT 
LIFFRIG DUANE R. BISMARCK ND 
MAIER JR. CHRIS LINTON ND 
MCMILLAN BOB SANANTONIO TX 
MILLER* MRS.JOHN J. SEASIDE OR 
MONTGOMERY ELMER MANVEL ND 
MULLIGAN ED DURAND WI 
NELSON DALEJ A BISMARCK ND 
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NEW MEMBERS FOUND ON AMERICAL WEBSITE 
Editor's note: While searching the America! Division Association website (www.americal.org), I 
located a list people seeking information about the 164th or its members. The "want ads" dated from 
1998 to 2005. Most of the ads were outdated and contained old addresses, but I did manage to 
contact a few people to tell them that the 164th Infantry Association was alive and kicking. These five 
pages contain correspondence and photos from these new members and friends: 
REMEMBERING ERNEST TOLLIVER 
23 Oct 05 Dear Lt. Col (ret) Olgeirson: 
Thank you for your note regarding my 
posting on the America! website. Since 
I wrote I have found more about my 
dad's time in the army. Funny thing is I 
had most of the information here, put 
away in my cedar chest along · with 
memorials from his funeral. They 
include a couple of 164th Infantry 
newsletters and a thin 
blue booklet that says it is 
a limited edition and has a 
picture of the ND 
memorial on the front. In 
fact my dad may actually 
be in a picture on page 8 
of this booklet, but I 
wouldn't bet my life on it 
as several of the men look 
like my dad. From this 
booklet, I found out that 
the men out of Bismarck 
were in Co. A. I also 
asked my brother to look 
for clues in a picture of a 
large group of soldiers·. 
He said my dad had 
written on it Co A, 164th. 
Here are the names of the men 
my dad marked in the book: 2 Lt 
Raymond Baesler, Sgt Reuben 
Hein, Pvt Bernard Barholz 
SSg Sail Jackman, 2Lt George 
Cummings,TSg Donald Johnson 
PFC Robert Cusson, TSg 
Matthias Mastel, Pvt George 
Dohn Jr., Cpl Richard Myers, 
Pvt Raymond Estes 
PFC Wendell Paulson 
SSg Robert Fenton, 
PFC Peter Perrino, Sgt Jack 
Geiger, PFC John Weigel, Sgt Llewellyn Hamery. 
Thanks for contacting me. I really appreciate it. Sue. 
8 Nov 05: Dear Mr Kemp. Enclosed is my check for $10 to 
become an Associate member of the 164th Infantry 
Association. My dad, Ernest V. Tolliver was a member of 
the 164th and I would like to become affiliated with this 
worthy group and help you in any way I can. 
That takes me one step closer. Also in this booklet there is 
a list of KIA/DOW. My dad has put a check mark next to 
some soldiers, so I'm thinking he knew these men. I will 
list these at the end. I also was told by a veteran that the 
pictures I have looked like they were taken in boot camp, 
which I believe was Fort Polk, LA. I am attaching those 
pictures to see if anyone knows these men. 
Sue Tolliver-Pompa 1411 2nd Street, Arnolds Park, IA 
51331. Email: skp2307@mchsi.com 
6 
NEW MEMBER: BEN J. ROSALEZ 
6 pee 05 I joined the Americal Division in Cebu, Philippines. I was a 
combat infantryman in the 164th Inf Regt. After Cebu, we fought in 
Romagetty, Los Negros, then we went to Japan for occupation duty. 
In Cebu there were 2 of us [with the same name]: Ben Rosalez of 
California (me) and Ben Rosales of Gilbert, Arizona. I'd like to know 
if a soldier named Odom is still alive. We were wounded in Los 
Negros. In Japan, I was assigned to C Company, 82"d Chemical 
Motor Battalion as a Truck Driver. I got discharged as a T/5. Ben J. 
Rosalez, 4317 Belle Dr., Antioch, CA. Email c/o Cynthia: cyntmar@pacbell.net 
REMEMBERING: RICHARD PIERZINA Landed in Leyte with 
the Co D. Served from 1942-1945 in New Caledonia, Guadacanal, 
Bougainville, & Phillipines. He passed away March 2, 2003. Yes, I 
would like a copy of "The Last Roll Call". Mary Ann Pierzina, Little Falls MN 
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MORE NEW MEMBERS FOUND ON AMERICAL WEBSITE 
REMEMBERING JOHN COCHRAN 
22 Oct 05 email: Dear Colonel Olgeirson, Thank you for your 
interest in my search for my late Uncle John Cochran. 
What I am trying to accomplish is to walk in his footsteps 
as he moved through the campaigns in the Solomons and 
the Philippines. I have read "Under the Southern Cross" 
and I am sure if I can find out exactly what regiment and 
company he was in, I can trace his steps on Guadalcanal 
and further. I am in the process of trying to find out this 
information as we speak. I have been able to extract his 
service number which was a big step, but without his unit 
designations I have reached an impasse. 
I would be grateful if you 
would publish my request 
in your next issue. !1 
would be an honor to 
find someone who 
knew him and was with 
him during those days. 
My intention is to gather 
as much informa-tion 
about him as I can and 
try to write his history as 
a family legacy. I also 
intend to gather all of the 
decorations he might 
have earned and create 
a display showing where 
he went with the 
America!. I'm attaching 
a photo. Perhaps you could show it around to see if 
anyone recognizes him. Thanks again for your interest 
and I will contact you a bit later to discuss the Associate 
Membership. I would like to wait on this until I have 
gathered all the information available. Very best regards, 
Michael J. Davis 
28 Oct 05: email Hello. Shortly after you sent the message to 
me, I received my Uncle John's medical history from the 
Veterans Administration (130 pages of it.) It contained a 
complete history of his involvement with the America! and 
come to find out, he was assigned to HQ Company, 1st 
Battalion, 164th Infantry Regiment. He was a platoon 
sergeant and served as an ammunition bearer for 4 line 
companies. He also helped repair roads and I am told by 
my much older brother that he was involved in demolitions 
as well. I have documents that track his travels from New 
Caledonia to Guadalcanal, Fiji, Bougainville, and on to 
Leyte, Cebu, & Oriental Negroes in the Philippines. 
Based on the information I have now, it appears that your 
Association might be a valuable source of information and 
perhaps even uncover someone who might have kaowh 
him back then. Please let me know how I can become an 
associate member and if it would be possible to obtain a 
few back issues. Thank you for any information you might 
be able to provide. 
Micheal J. Davis 
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JOHN COCHRAN ( cont) 
27 Dec 05. Please find my check for $25. This will pay for 
one year's dues. The balance is a donation. My thanks or 
the interest taken by Col Olgeirson in helping me culminate 
my research into my late Uncle's World War II experience. 
And my thanks to the entire America! Division for helping 
preserve the freedom that I and my children enjoy today. 
Very best regards, Michael J. Davis, 4 Tepolito, Rancho 
Santa Margarita, CA 92688 Email: mjandcldavis@cox.net 
NEW MEMBER: ROBERT EVANS 
230ct05 email Shirley I will pass this info (about the 164th) on 
to Mr. Evans. I know that he has traveled to N or S Dakota 
a few times to meet with old friends per his daughter. Can I 
get the names of those who Attended I have been giving 
him copies of the America! newsletter. Dan (friend of 
Robert Evans) 
2 Nov05: email Mr. Evans info: All I know for a fact is that he 
was in New Caledonia at the start of the America! with E 
Co, 164th infantry. I'll push his daughter to get him 
subscribed. Again, Thank you for yo~r support. Dan 
5Nov05: email Robert's daughter will be sending a check for 
his membership to the 164th Assoc. Please make sure he 
is on the roster for all to see. I asked about a phone 
number but his hearing is so bad she thought not. They 
don't have a computer so the only contact will have to be 
through the mail or they can use my email as well--just 
make sure they have something like a 164th Assoc in the 
subject line. Again thanks. Take care, D~n (a 'Nam grunt). 
Email danielmalen@hotmail.com 
5Nov05 email Dan: Thanks for helping our 164th 
veteran. Your copy of the News is in the mail, and Mr. 
Evans will be getting his shortly. Hope you both enjoy 
looking through it. You guys didn't always get the best 
reception when you returned from 'Nam, so if nobody has 
said it before: "Welcome Home, -and thanks for your 
service!" ShirleyO 
7Nov05 email Shirley: A lot of us are happy to see the 
current vets coming home to a good reception that we 
never got. In fact we are out there cheering them too. 
Thanks for the "welcome home". They are far and few 
between but each one is worth a hundred times more now! 
Take care, Dan 
7Nov05 Enclosed is $10 membership. Please add my 
father, Sgt. Robert E. Evans to your mailing list! Robert E 
Evans, 5360 Pin Oak Circle, Sheffield Village, OH 44054 
Thank you! [His daughter.] 
7 
E~EN MORE NEW MEMBERS FOUND ON AMERICAL WEBSITE 
NEW MEMBER: HUGH WALTER JONES· 
14 Dec 05 Thanks for the info on the association. I called my Dad last night and filled him in, he was excited to hear 
about ya'II. I will be sending in our dues this week, one for his membership and one for me as an associate member. 
I'm attaching the photos I have on hand that were made from scans of his original 
photos. These shots were taken on Bougainville in 1944. 
Dad tells me that Hayward Edwards was from West Virginia, Howard Kimball from 
Lowell, Massachusetts, & Joe Myers he believes was from Chicago. 
Dad was a member of the Hqs 
Co, 3rd Battalion, S-2 Section. 
He served from Apr 43 to Nov 
45, and held rank of T/5. He was 
, assigned to the 164th as a 
replacement in New Caledonia. 
He tells me they were all on 
trucks until ordered off and 
. names were read alphabetically. 
He doesn't remember where the 
1st group was assigned. but he was in 
the 2nd group that was sent to the 164th. 
L-R: Unknown, Hugh Jones, & ? Rodrigues 
(Dad can't remember his first name} 
Above: Hayward Edwards, Howard He went to boot camp at Camp Joseph T. Robinson in Little Rock, Ark. Then to Ft. Ord, 
Kimball, Hugh Jones Calif. for staging, to New Caledonia, to Fiji where he joined up with the 164th (they had 
just returned from Guadalcanal). He served in New Guinea, Bougainville, Mindanao, . ·~':.:!"'.,.,...~-- - -:r .. ""~"'-"'~-
and Cebu, and was in Leyte when the war ended. The newspaper clipping is in pretty ~ ~oldie?::£.:;~,-~~: 
rough shape as you can see. It was published in the Atlanta Journal/Constitution, but I ~l~Cbfidlict .. ~~~ 
don't have the date. ~ ~;mk··~ ..;· 
A little story he told me - In Cebu he was assigned to a radio outfit & they traveled by f'~iNl nfx5-~~ 
submarine to Bohol Island & stayed with a Filipino family for a couple of weeks sending ;~~C~Pvt-: H-u·1;· .~-~ ~ 
messages back & forth to HQ. He got to operate a Cipher & .. 0n~m;--~~~Y, ~~ ~ 
DeCipher machine for the coded messages. His main duties in the ~~wmJ~-veteran in;.: 
S-2 were scouting & patrolling. ?f~-z:egim~t-in 'comba~ agains~ 
Take care & thanks again for getting in touch. . . ~M-~apbanese.f. th. b. ttl _ ~~ .. t 
S. I Ph'I J ( ) ·1 h'I" @ . d . } · . em er o e a e w i.., mcere y, 1 ones son , ema1 p I Jones mm spring.com Americal ·division, Pvt. Jones has 
Here's dad's address: Seen .Qverseas·!9r H- months in the 
J . . Pacific. He is a scout . .. · Hayward Edwards Hugh W. ones, 599 Sturdivant Estates, Summerville, GA 30747 The Americal was Uie first 
& Joe Myers Army division Jo take the o!fen- · 
r,iiiiiiiiiiii-iiiiaiiiiilllllliiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii l sive in this war when it landed ·on 1• ·Guadalcanal one month after the 
It's tough to keep up with the Jones's- ~f::::ad.~~Tei=td~~ 
Three New Associate Members1·oin tooll · ~e-~japanese there-.:Jhe' divwr 
' • • moved. on to · battle ·, them _.::Or 
31 Dec 05 cemau> Just wanted to let you know my Dad got those 2005 newsletters you sent m-ci'e .oir Bougainville; . . · 
this past week. H~ is really enjoying pouring over them. Thank you again so much, that -.; ·~ ·,!._;., • ....:, __ _ .:~ "t .. ..: 
was very kind of you to do that. The Association Secretary/ Treasurer should have my ~ - -
letter & dues by now. The Jones's have jumped in big time, I requested membership .sJif~e~~ .. ~ jurigl~ '-
for Dad & three associate memberships for me, my brother, and my son {Hugh's ~ville~ · ~vat.e · ..Tones--: ~a!. 
grandson of course). Can't wait to see the next newsletter, and wish you all the best in f~~ed = :=. : ·.i! 
putting it together Happy New Year. Phil Jones _f~;o~; mto . ~~ t"f1~r:! 
(Editor's Note: See the names of all the Jones's on page 4, New Member Listings} ~N~;~~ns and ~tal· 
1-t!<?1:1S-'.. : . : ;__.~_· .... __ : _: ,. 
30 Jan 06 (email) Shirley, I was up this Saturday at my Dad's & he was talking about how amazing it was to see Mt. 
Bagana, the active volcano on Bougainville, the moon when it was over the mountain top and the glow from the lava .... 
Dad showed me the newsletter issue from 2001 and the limited edition booklet that ya'II had sent him, they were great and 
he was really enjoying them. The newsletter had a shot of Mt. Bagana & that's what got us discussing it. Thank you and 
the Association for sending him those. His best friend Charlie Latham was listed in the KIA section. They were both from 
Georgia & had gone to boot camp together & then to the 164th. He still tears up to this day anytime he talks about him. 
Take care Phil Jones Ed note: I think the Sep '44 photo on page 10 is Mt Bagana. 
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!Tltt MORE NEW MEMBERS FOUND ON AMERICAL WEBSITE 
NEW MEMBER: MARION MINKS 
28 Oct 05 email Please send newsletter to: Marion Lee Minks, 714 Lynnwood Dr, Logansport, IN 46947. Here is some 
information about him: Marion Lee Minks, Served January 1945 to 
January 1946. Trained in Camp Walters, TX, and was a member of both 
the 1st and ih Cavalry. Rank Pfc, Infantry. 
He went to New Guinea in January 1945 on transport ships U.S.S. A.E. 
Anderson, Herald of the Morning, & Dickens; then on to Leyte (Orbac & 
Villaba). Wounded at Villaba, Feb 27, 1945; spent four months in hospital 
with "Red" Roenfeldt. He would like information on his tr;ends Glen 
Mosser and Marion Meier if anyone knows anything about them. 
Thanks much for the information. Sincerely. Terry Minks (son), 2140 E. 
Ruellia Dr, Tucson. AZ 85755 [Sent $10 for membership for his Dad) 
11 Nov 05 ema1 Hi Shirley, I'll be glad to send the only recent photo I have 
of Dad with his pennission and wi enclose an envelope for its return. As 
you'll see, at 85 he's still enjoying life in good health. He is also fortunate 
to still be married to his 1941 bride my mother. rm sorry I doo1 have an 
older picture of him. · 
He just received the October issue of ttime news1eltter which you sent and 
was thoroughly enjoying it when I called yesterday. Thanks for your servlce to 11!tmse men. Dad iis fully aware of the 
diminishing number of his WW 11 cohorts, and he said 1500 per day(?) are passiir,g'! Gratefully, Terry Minks 
NEW MEMBER: ROBERT F. LOVE 
Dear Comrades: My name is Robert Love. J called a while 
back about the reunion in Sept. I was unable to make it, 
but I would like to join the 164th Infantry Association and 
get your news letter. I joined the 164 Infantry on Leyte 
Bay in the Philippines as a replacement. · Was assigned to 
Co D, heavy weapons. I believe the Co. Commander was 
Capt Gibson. Our platoon leader was aJso a new 
replacement, a 2"d Lieu. Watterman. A Sgt Cambell was 
the first gunner on the 30 caliber water cooled machine 
gun in our squad. Spent a few months liberating the 
islands of Cebu and Negros. Returned to Cebu. Wen to 
Yokahama, Japan, Sep 6, 1945, two days after my 1!f' 
birthday. Went straight to the Tacikwawia air base to 
secure it, no flights out. Stayed with 164 & the Americal 
Div. until they shipped back to the states. With under 50 
points, I would have to stay behind for occupation duty in 
Japan. I and a few others from the 164th re-enlisted for 18 
months state side duty with the 532 Engineer EB&SR. 
With all this said. I was proud to serve with the 164 as t 
was born in Thief River Falls, MN, not far from their home 
base. Robert F Love, 4192 Courts Ct, Spring Hill, FL 34606 
Does anyone recognize Pvt George 
Machado from Arizona? He served 
in the Americal in the South Pacific 
(Bougainville) from 25 Oct 43 to 6 
Oct 44, when he was wounded and 
shipped to the States. His servi~e · 
records were destroyed in the St. 
Louis fire, and the family would like 
to know which Regiment he was in, 
and maybe find someone who knew 
him. Write to our Editor with info! 
The 164'h Infantry News, March 2006 
REMEMBERING EVERETTS. HUL TIIAN 
4 Dec 05 emaill Lt. Col. Olgeirson: Hi~ could you please send 
me an address where I can send a · check r« $10 for an 
associate member of the association for one year. I would 
also appreciate it if you could publish my request for 
[information about] my Dad in the March issue of the 164th 
Infantry News. My father was PFC Everett S. Hultman, 
served in the 164th [Co L] at Guadalcanal. 
6 Dec 05 Please find enclosed a check for $10 for an 
associate membership for one year. Enclosed is a picture 
to put in the March issue of your publication. I am looking 
for anyone who knew my Dad, Everett S. Hultman, 
when he was at Guadalcanal. He was from Eveleth, MN, 
served in Co L, 3rd Battalion, 164 Infantry. Thank you, his 
son, Gary Hultman, 706 South Ct, Eveleth, MN 55734 
email: hult@cpinternet.com 
9 
1'fJIJIT[l)N4t NEW MEMBERS FOUND ON AMERICAL WEBSITE 
REMEMBERING JAMES CROFTON SIMPSON 
Dear 164th Infantry: (email) Attached 
:·f?. please find a number of pictures that 
_-::, were taken of members of the 164th 
Infantry between Apr 44 and Feb 45. 
I have sent a letter with my payment 
for a Lifetime Associate Membership 
to the 164th Infantry News [ received] 
and I look forward to receiving each 
-, edition. The pictures are of my father, 
:__ James C. Simpson (KIA 21 Feb 45 
\, in Leyte) and some of his buddies. 
Some of their names are attached. ! 
would like to find anyone who 
might have known and served with 
my father, especially those who were 
with him on a day to day basis. Here 
is my father's military infonnation: 
PFC James Crofton Simpson, 
probably known as Jim or "2 Point" . 
.._=-~;;;...;.....=~~=____, ASN 34604931 
10 
Rifleman, Co F, 164th Infantry. 
Basic at Ft Bragg, NC, then assigned 
to Co H, 341 st Infantry, 19 Feb 43. 
Assigned to Co F, 164, about Mar 44. 
KIA - Leyte, Philippines, 21 Feb 45. 
_ First Interred: Leyte #1, Philippines. 
Final Interment: Manila American 
Cemetery, Manila, Philippines. 
Thank you for being there. Keep up 
the good work. Best Regards, Dannie 
M. Simpson, 305 Baucom Deese 
Road, Monroe, North Carolina 28110 
Phone: 704-225-9291 
Front- Culberson, Middle L-R - Penkana, Cortez 
Rear - James C. Simpson 
Email: Dmscbaf@.aol.com 
Front L to R - James C. Simpson - Kruse Middle - Dahl 
Back L to R - Penkana - Everette Tooker 
NEW MEMBER: MICHAEL C. BEATINI 
15 Dec 05 Dear Ben: Enclosed is a check for $10 
to be an associate member. The 164th Infantry 
News was very nice to see. Is there any pictures or 
news about F Co? My close friend, Joe Cece was 
assigned to F Co. When we were on the way to Hill 
250 or 260, F Co was on the way to Hill 1111 when 
Sgt Shelley was killed. That evening, F Co was 
coming back with some wounded Gl's and were 
trying to go around the hill we were on, but it was 
too dense so they came up our hill back to 
Company Camp. They retrieved Sgt Shelley's body 
the next day or two, and they named it Shelley's 
Hill. My buddy Joe Cece has since passed away. 
Just thought the pictures, if they are available, 
would bring back fond memories. Thanks again, 
Michael C. Beatini, 39 Highland Rd, Montvale, NJ 
07645. Ed. Note: In his posting on the America! Website 
in 2002, Mr Beatini was also searching for Frank Currieri 
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N£W M£MD£R LOST BROTHER IN 1£YT£ 
Orville T.C. Bemhoft, below, a farmer from 
Mountain, ND, is a new associate member of 
the Assoc. His brother, right, was a member 
of the Cavalier ·t-Hqs, 1st Bn, 164th. 
Jn ,flltmoriam 
* Orville fought in the Central 
European, Ardennes, and 
Rhineland Campaigns with 
the 291 st Infantry Reiiment, 
75th Division. The 75 spent 
94 consecutive days in 
contact with the enemy and 
captured 21,000 EPWs in 
various campaigns. Stats: 
817 killed in action, 
3314 wounded, and 
111 died of wounds. 
P.F.C. A. LEONABD BEBNBOFI' 
Born Feb. 26, 1917 at Cavalier, N. D. 
Joined the 164th Regt., U. S. Army, Apr. Z2, 
1941. He saw service ~ _Louisiana, A · 
ralia, New Caledonia, Fiji Islands, Guad· · 
alcanal, Bougainville and the Philippine 
Islands. He lost his life Feb. 28, 1945, dur-
ing heavy action on Leyte. He was award. 
ed the Combat Infantry Badge, Good Con-
duct Medal, Purple Heart, Presidential 
Unit Citation, Asiatic-Pacific Theatre Rib· 
bon with 3 campaign stars, Pre-Pearl Har-
bor and the Philippine Liberation ribbons. 
S.-SGT. ORVILLE T. C. BEBNHOFT-Born April Z7, 1918. He was inducted into the ------------------
291st Regt., U.S. Army, March 22, 1943. Embarked overseas Oct. 22, 1944. Served John Samson (se~ below) told the Bernhofts 
in England, France, Belgilllllt Holland and Germany. R~turned Jan. 5, 1946. that Leonard was killed by sniper fire the 
D ohar~ed Jan. 17, 1946. He was awarded the Expert Combat Infantry Badges, day before their unit was scheduled to pull 
Good Conduct Medal, European Theatre ribbon with three campaign stars, the 
American Theatre ribbon and the Victory ribbon. .......,....., ............... a...a.1, ................ ....x.a ......... -.....-........__ ____ __, 






1942. Posted to Medical Dept., General H~pital, Camp Carson, Col. Served at 
Camp Grant, Ill., F-0rt Snelling, Minn. Discharged March 23. 1943. 
TC OTrO S. JSEBNHOFT-Born ,Nov 11, 1915. Inducted into U. S. Anny Oct. 29, 1942. 
Posted to Detached Medical Dept., Wakeman Convalescent Hospital, Camp Atter-· 
bury, Ind. Served in Minnesota. Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas and North Dakota. 
SONS OF MJlS. SOFFIA (lhynJ61&oD) BElllfBOFT AND THE LATE 
EDWtAJlD BEBJOIOP'I', CAVALIE.B. ff. D. 
! Two eona. OlaJur cmd Wllbelm. ..-.red ID World War 1. l 
t,1· ,,-~ . · ·.·~ .. ~ 
l'Yl.-r.- n011o1.-
r ·· - ··-·· - .. - ·· -··-·· - ·· - ·· -· ·-··- ··- ·· - ··-· ·- ·· -· ·-··-··-··-··-··-··- ··-··- ··-··-· ·-··-· ·-··- ··-··-··-··-··-··-· ·, 
: The photos and historical write;.ups on this page were scanned from "Veterans .of Icelandic Descen1, : 
! World War If' ,compiled by an Icelandic heritage society in Manitoba, Canada, from original WWII 1 
reports in the l§.,lctfl..9.f'l.~.!n!r;fi.ir, newspaper, as well as the ~~Y/~.11.~r_~!J.!.Q!lf~l'!. (Cavalier, ND). 
Most ND Icelanders immigrated to the northeast corner of the state in the late 1 SOO's. 
! There is no doubt about the patriotism and allegiance of the 2"d & 3rd generation citizens! 1 
i. ___ _ l_found the Samson Famil~in the.same book: . You.know a coupte.of these guys,.tooll __ .. _! 
Cpl. Johll Scauoll 
'l1DE SAIISONS: Li BOYS. 4 VE'l1ERANS 
John and Norman Samson, left, made it through the Pacific campaigns 
with the 164th Infantry. Brother Sigurd (a Marine) survived Pearl Harbor! 
John, 86, and his wife, Harriet, 83, were killed in a traffic accident on an 
icy North Dakota interstate highway in December, 2002. Norman 
traveled with a group of 164th veterans to Guadalcanal for the 50th 
Anniversary of WWII in 1992. He is a current member of the 164th 
Infantry Association and resides in Vista, CA. 
Cpl. Joha SaJmoa. born at Akra, N. Dak., Jan. 2, 1916 and PFC lformaa Scnmon. 
born at Akra. N. Oak., Feb. 2, 1921, left cavalier, N. Dak., Feb. 26, 1941, with the 
National Guard for Camp Claiborn, La. Later they embarked at San Franclsco for . 
New Caledonia, where they were for some time. They are now with the American 
=-====- Forces at Guadalcanal. 
PFC l.cnnence Smmon. born at Akra, N. Dak., July 2, 1917, was inducted into the 
army July .29, 1942. Trained at Camp Robertson, Ark., and later at Camp Edwards, 
Mass.; where he is serving with the Medical Corps. 
Cpl. Sigurd Scmuo bom at Akra, N. Dak., April 26, 1919. Enlisted in the U. S. 
Marines in Oct:. 1940; was transfened to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in January 1941 
where he has been since. He went through the attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941 
without injury. 
Parents of these American soldiers are Mr. & Mn. Leo Samson of Akra. N. Dale. 
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3 Nov 05 The enclosed check is for Life Membership-let 
me know if the amount is not correct. Most of my time 
was with Co L in Hillsboro (1948-1955) plus about 4 years 
in Harvey until we moved to California. Have always 
considered my time in the NDNG as time very well 
spent--even the activation 1951-1952. It did much for this 
young kid from Hillsboro-still enjoy many good memories. 
Your newsletter is excellent!! Sadly, the Last Roll Call of 
10 Sept 2005 has 4 names from our Co L - all good men. 
Paul J. Steen, 50 Carriage Sq, Oxnard, CA 93030 
Got email? Tell me! Editor164InfantryNews@hotmail.com 
20 Nov 05 Ben-Consider the enclosed check for $25 to be 
$10 for 2006 dues and $15 for wherever it is needed. 
Thanks for tolerating a person who is going 50 different 
directions at once! Donna Kjonaas, 2020 N 161h St, Apt 1, 
Bismarck, ND 58501-2045 P.S. to Pat Drong. Russia was 
a surprise-quite similar to USA. I've been on all the 
continents now & lived in 12 states (that I can remember!) 
10 Nov 05. Dear Ben: No one moves more than I do. Here 
is my new address. They finished these apartments on 1 
Oct, and now I have nearly finished decorating it. Thanks 
for all you do for everyone. I received the October issue of 
the 164 News. Thanks. Sincerely, your friend-Edith Tuff, 
212 8th Ave W, Apt 109, West Fargo, ND 59078-2659 
4 Nov 05 Enclosed is my check for renewing my 
membership and $5 for the NEWS letter. Ardis Mathews, 
1044 Sioux Ave, Fairmont, MN 56031 
8 Nov 05 Hi, Ben: I am enclosing a check for $20. Ten 
can go for the membership for 2006 and ten for the 1641h 
newsletter. Sincerely, Joe Poleschook, 200 303rd Ave SW, 
Max,ND 58759-9586 
Nov 05. Hello, Ben: So enjoyed your last Newsletter-
saw your note on early dues renewals & saving postage on 
reminders. Good for you! So here is my coming year dues. 
Have a most happy & blessed Christmas. Betty Koster, 
7374 Chico Way NW, Bremerton, WA 98312-1036 
1 Nov 05 Hi Ben. Enclosed 2006 dues, plus extra. The 
Reunion Newsletter is great!! Thanks to all of you! Jane 
Rothrock, 13101 Del Monte Dr, Apt279L, Seal Beach, CA 90740 
From our best recruiter, SGM (ret) Joe Castagneto: 
19 Oct 05 Dear Ben. Request Mrs Sybil Pepple be added 
to our associate member list. Her husband, Arthur, was a 
member of the 164th Inf Assoc until he passed away in 
2003. He was listed in the Last Roll Call 15 Sep 2004. I 
believe he was assigned to the Anti Tank Co. Enclosed is a 
($100) check for membership fees and the rest for the 164 
Inf Newsletter. Her mailing address is Mrs Sybil Pepple, 
74 Elm Ave S, Box 65, Fessenden, ND 58438 
Dec 05 I will not be renewing my membership. Leo 
Callahan (assoc), 316 Willow Lane, Bismarck, ND 58504 
12 
Dec 05 Luv the newsletter. Keep up the good work! ($10 
membership, $10 for newsletter). Bernard B. Krisko, 449 
Finley Rd, Belle Vernon, PA 15012-9321 
21 Nov 05 Dear Ben, enclosed is my check for 2006 dues. 
I look forward to the stories in the Infantry News. 
Sincerely, Martin Broudy, Apt B401, 3000 NW 42nd Ave, 
Coconut Creek, FL 33066-2109 
29 Nov 05 Dear Ben & Shirley: Just a quick note to let you 
know I like the newsletter format you are using. Please 
find enclosed my $10 for dues and $10 for the newsletter 
costs. Keep up the good work. Best Regards, Francis 
Dahl, 603 81h Ave SW, Sidney, MT 59270 
Nov 05 Enjoy the magazine-you are doing a good job. 
Use the extra $5 for expenses. Thanks. Donna Hoff, 1342 
3rd St N, Fargo, ND 58102-2729 
Dec 05 $10 Payment enclosed. I am now 80 years old. lfI 
am still alive next summer, I intend to make a payment for 
tickets, for newsletter, and membership dues for '07 all in 
one payment! PEACE! Stanley T. Gadomski, 13 Cree Dr, 
Oxon Hill, MD 20745-1214 
Dec 05 Thank you for the reminder. I look forward to each 
issue. $10 dues, $25 donation to the News. Dolores (Mrs. 
Don) Hoff, 923 Bradley Ave, Eau Claire, WI 54701 
Dec 05 Sorry I did not get this in sooner. Hope you all 
have a happy holiday. Gordon E. Bostrom, 3029 Jeanne 
Rd, Augusta, GA 30906-3277 
Nov 05 Dear Sir: A friend of ours ran across a book with 
the history of the 164~h Infantry Regiment. Our Dad, 
Ralph Parpart, was in the Philippines with the 164th. Dad 
attended all the reunions until his death in 1996. Is there 
any way to get 10 of these books? The cover has one side 
of the monument "I am Ready". Thank you for your help. 
Casandra Syme, 12 Syme Lane, Raymond, MT 59256 
Note from Ben: I sent one book; I have only 3 left. 
9 Dec 05 Ben, Thank you so much -my Siblings and I 
will enjoy the book and the 1641h News. Enclosed $25 for 
associate membership and donation. Casandra Syme, 12 
Syme Lane, PO Box 169, Raymond, MT 59256 
17 Dec 05 Happy New Year! $50 for Life Membership! 
Raymond H Steffen, 1903 Willow Dr, Grand Forks, ND 
12 Dec 05 Dues+ $5.00 extra. Spend it wisely and not all 
at once©. Ralph Oehlke, 12056 561h St SE, Kathryn, ND 
17 Dec 05. TO 164th Infantry Assn: I'm honored to be a 
member and I really enjoy the newsletter. William H. 
Dailey, 1522 East Vineyard Rd, Hayesville, NC 28904 
See your historical photos in the News! Identify the 
location, unit, date, names L-R. Email them to your 
editor (address pg 24). Or put YOUR name on the back 
and mail them; they'll be scanned & returned quickly. 
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15 Dec 05: May all your Christmases be white GREEM 
From Kirkwood Bank & Trust Co, Bismarck, ND 
19 Dec 05. We enjoy the newsletter!! Here's $50 for Life! 
God Bless all of you! Merry Christmas to all. Robert 
Tvenstrup, 909 W 54th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99518-1025 
Dec 05 Hello. Happy Holidays! Paid $10 dues and "extra" 
$10 for newsletter. Thank you. Arthur H Schmaltz, 2767 
East St, Niles, MI 49120-4625 
20 Dec 05 Ben: Dues plus $15 for Newsletter. C Emerson 
Murry, 5505 Ponderosa Dr, Bismarck, ND 58503-9159 
Dec 05 Check for Life Membership Dues. Keep up the 
GOOD WORK. Thanks. William G. Goudy, 4844 
Blackjack Rd, Ashland, MS 38603 
Dec 05 Merry Christmas to you all. Enclosed $50 Life 
Membership and $25 Newsletter. Ken Lystad, Box 5 J 5, 
Stanley, ND 58784-0515 
15 Dec 05 Enclosed is $10 for membership and $5 for 
News Letter. Will be waiting for my membership card! 
Bernard Scheer, The Pines, Apt 100, 1015 Centwy_ Ave 
SW, Hutchinson, MN 55350 
31 Oct 05 Ben-Enclosed check for '06 dues ($10) and 
$20 for NEWS. Thank you. Raymond Sinkbeil, 815 N 
Walnut St., Medicine Lodge, KS 67104. P.S. Hello to 
Shirley-tell her I'm ready for another trip to the 'Canal! 
16 Dec 05 Dues + $10 for added expenses. William M. 
Tuff, 526 2°d St. Court, West Fargo, ND 58078-2707 
20 Dec 05 Ben. Encl $20, but your records are wrong--I 
paid my 2005 dues with check dated 4/24/05. Robert 
Dodd, Jr., 9183 E. Courthouse Blvd, Inver Grove Heights, 
MN, 55077. Note from Ben: He's Right! I returned $10. 
THEN: 23 Dec 05 Ben Please tear up your check. I meant 
to send the full $20-just wanted to let you know that I 
hadn't failed to pay 2005 dues. The extra $10 is just a 
general donation. All the best in 2006! Robert Dodd, Jr. 
21 Dec 05. Dear Sir. Enclosed is check for $15 for my 
2006 dues. What is left, keep for use as you wish. Buriel 
Watkins, 300 W. Hawthorne, Aurora, MO 65605 
Jan 06. Hello. I guess I missed a few 164ih Infantry News. 
Enclosed will find my check. Happy New Year. Neil 
Tennyson, Apt 343, 17819 Merridy St, Northridge, CA 
91325. Ed note: Only 3 issues/year; you should have them all. 
Jan 06 Due to circumstances, my membership in the 164 th 
Association has been neglected since 2000. Please accept 
the enclosed check for membership renewal. Please send 
me any back issues of the Newsletter. Best regards to 
everyone in the 164 Association. Remember to keep 
Carmelo Borgia in your prayers [Editor's note: see 
remembrance on page 3, Thoughts & Prayers). Sincerely, 
Nick Cascio, Co H, 38 Forte Ave, Medford, NY 11763 
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WANTED: YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
Do you have an email address? If so, please email your 
editor at Editor164lnfantryNews@hotmail.com so we 
can build a group listing. 
6 Jan 06. Happy New Year to All! I look forward to my 
next newsletter! Thanks to all of you for doing a good job. 
Always brings back such great memories. Sincerely, Alys 
(Mrs. Art) Larson, 1100 Meadowbrook Ln, Nampa, ID 83686 
Dec 05 Hi. So enjoyed the 60th Annual Reunion, but miss 
Gene so much. You fill the News with interesting facts 
and pertinent info! Take care and have a Great New Year! 
Evelyn H. Hill, 912 Sunset Dr, Grand Forks, D 58201 
Left: · Evelyn and sister-in-law 
Harriet lounge on a beach in 
the early l 940's in their new 
two-piece diving soi ~ (Editor: 
You guys are j1,st going to have 
to come to the reunion to have 
E e!yn sho you the entire photo. because I won't take 
responsibility for ensuing heart palpitations! l) 
Jan 06 Enclosed find $15 for the 164th Infantry Newsletter. 
As to dues, I 4-ave a Life Membership as of 26Jan05, paid 
in full. I could not attend the convention in 2005-will try 
in 2006. I am a widow and live on a fixed income. My 
husband, Philip R. Engstrom, passed away 6 Dec O 1 at 
the Veterans Hospita4 Fargo. He was a WWII veteran, who 
served with the 1646 Infantiy on Guadalcanal. He 
received a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star, and others. I 
joined the DAV Auxiliary to be of some help and in his 
memory-at present., I serve as Chaplain. It helps a little. 
Phil belonged to all 3 service clubs here· the American 
Legion, VFW, and DAV-had Life emberships in all 
three. I have a life membership in the .uxiliary, too, 
as well as DAV. Sot;!l I'm late ith this~ Mrs. Charlotte 
M. Engstrom, 1814 7 St S, Moomead, MN 56560 
18 Feb 06. My Father Roy R. Somme as a. WWII 
member of Co 'F' and I have a Company pictwe taken at 
Camp Ripley in 1940. I hope someone can help me identify 
members on the picture. I plan on being at the Reunion in 
September in Valley City. Kevin M. Summers, 1102 
Westrac Drive #201, Fargo, ND 58103 
PURPLE HEART STAMP TO BE REISSUED 
, 20 Jan 06 -Washington - The U.S. Postal 
' Service will re-issue the Purple Heart stamp, 
which was originally issued on May 30, 
2003, to honor the sacrifice of members of 
the United States military services who have 
. • .. • .. .. .. • .. • .. ... • been killed or wounded in action. 
The date for reissue (at the new rate of 39 cents) has not yet 
been determined. www.usps.gov 
WHOOPS? Error on Pg 6 of the October 2005 issue: 
Louis J. Hanson's correct phone prefix is 701-952-0164. 
Also, the last page should read Page M, not Page 20. 
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One Man's Story 
f;3y T5 Howard W. Lautef1 "H Company'' Submitted by Frank E. Albrecht 
TSHONARD W.LAUTER, 'ti" COMPANY 
164TH INFANTRY REGIMENT AMERICAL DMSION 
ON JULY 11, 1941, I RECEIVED MY DRAFT 
NOTICE TO REPORT FOR MILITARY DUTY ON AUGUST 
14, 1941, AT CAMP UPTON, LOCATED AT THE 
EASTERN END OF LONG ISLAND, NY. AT THAT TIME IT 
WAS FOR SIX MONTHS, BUT SHORTLY AFTER IT Wf:.S 
Q-W..JGED TO ONE YEAR 
AFTER TEN DAYS A GROUP OF US RECEIVED 
NOTICE THAT WE WOULD BE SENT TO CAMP 
WHEELER, GA, _ FOR BASIC INFANTRY TRAINING. 
UPON ARRIVAL AT THE CAMP WE WERE TOLD THAT 
THE BASIC TRAINING WOULD BE FOR 11 WEEKS 
INSTEAD OF 13 THAT IT HAD BEEN. 
AT CAMP WHEELER, WE HAD AN INTENSIVE 
COURSE IN HOW TO FIRE, CLEAN AND STRIP DOWN 
ALL THE INFANTRY WEAPONS FROM THE 45 COLT 
REVOLVER TO THE 81 MM MORTAR. ALSO THE USE 
OF GAS MASKS AND BOTH DAY AND NIGHT HIKES UP 
TO 20 MILES. THEY ALSO GAVE APTITUDE TEST IN 
MECHANICS AND CLERICAL FOR THOSE WHO 
WANTED TO TAKE THEM. I TOOK BOTH AND ENDED 
UP WITH A CLERICAL RATING. 
TOWARD THE END OF OUR BASIC TRAINING, A 
NOTICE WAS POSTED WHERE OUR NEXT 
14 
ASSIGNMENT WOULD BE, MOST OF US WERE 
ASSIGNED TO CAMP CLAIBORNE, LA, AND WOULD GO 
THERE AFTER A 10 DAY DELAY IN ROUTE. THIS 
WOULD GIVE US 10 DAYS AT HOME. 
WE HAD ONE PROBLEM AS OUR 11 WEEKS 
END UP 12/6/41. WAR WAS DECLARED 12/8 AFTER 
PEARLHARBORWASATTACKEDON 1'217. INSTEAD OF 
GOING HOME, WE LEFT ON 12/9 FOR CAMP 
CLAIBORNE. WHEN WE ARRIVED TWO DAYS LATER, 
WE JOINED THE 164TH INFANTRY, FORMERLY THE 
NATIONAL GUARD FROM NORTH DAKOTA, THAT HAD 
BEEN STATIONED HERE. ON 12/11 WE BOARDED A 
TROOP TRAIN AND LEFT FOR SAN FRANCISCO 
WHERE WE PULLED GUARD DUlY AT A COAST 
ARTILLERY INSTALLATION. IT WAS DURING THIS 
PERIOD THAT THE MEN FROM CAMP WHEELER WERE 
ASSIGNED TO OUR PERMANENT COMPANY AND 
PLATOON. 
ON THE NIGHT OF 12!24, WE MOVED INTO THE 
RAILROAD YARD OF SAN FRANCISCO AND LOADED 
ON TO A TROOP TRAIN AND HEADED NORTH TO 
UMATILLA, OREGON. HERE THE REGIMENT WAS 
SEPARATED INTO COMPANIES AND SHIPPED OUT TO 
WASHINGTON, IDAHO, AND MONTANA TO PULL 
GUARD DUTY ON TUNNELS, BRIDGES, AND AIR 
PORTS. "H" CO WAS SENT TO GEIGER FIELD CLOSE 
TO SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. WE PULLED GUARD 
DUlY BOTH AROUND THE FIELD AND THE B-17 
BOMBERS THAT WERE STATIONED THERE. 
ON MARCH 3, 1942, WE LEFT GEIGER FIELD 
AND JOINED THE REST OF 164TH ON A TRAIN BOUND 
FOR FORT ORD, CALIF. ON MARCH 20TH WE 
BOARDED U.SA T PRESIDENT COOLIDGE IN SAN 
FRANCISCO AND SET SAIL THAT EVENING ALONG 
WITH THE QUEEN ELIZEBETH AND THE MARIPOSA, AS 
PART OF TASK FORCE 6814, FOR MELBOURNE, 
AUSTRALIA. THE ELIZEBETH AND MARIPOSA. WERE 
ESCORTED INTO SYDNEY BY A LIGHT CRUISER. WE 
ARRIVED ON THE COOLIDGE AT MELBOURNE ON 
APRIL 8TH. AFTER SPENDING FOUR DAYS IN 
MELBOURNE WE LOADED ON TO THREE SMALL 
DUTCH SHIPS, WHICH WERE NEVER INTENDED TO 
ACCOMODATE 1000 MEN EACH. AFTER A MISERABLE 
SIX DAY TRIP, WE ARRIVED ON NEW CALEDONIA. 
NEW CALEDONIA 
ON APRIL 18TH, WE ARRIVED AT THE PORT OF 
NOUMEA, THE LARGEST CllY ON THIS FRENCH 
ISLAND. AFTER AN EIGHT MILE HIKE WE ARRIVED AT 
OUR FIRST LOCATION AND THE BEGINNING OF FIVE 
MONTHS OF JUNGLE TRAINING. 
THIS ISLAN6 ALSO WAS THE PL.ACE WHERE A 
NEW DIVISION WAS BEING FORMED. JUST LIKE_ 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 164TH, WHEN IT WAS CUT 
FROM THE 34TH DIVISION DUE TO 
TRIANGULARIZATION OF THE INFANTRY DIVISIONS, 
SO DID IT HAPPEN TO THE 182ND OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND THE 132ND OF ILLINOIS. THE 
FINAL RESULT WAS THE FORMATION OF THE 
AMERICAL DIVISION, THE ONLY ONE WITHOUT A 
NUMBER. 
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WE SPENT MANY DAYS HIKJNG, LEARNING HOW 
TO CROSS RIVERS BY ROPES, HOW TO CLIMB ON 
CARGO NETTING, PRACTICE HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT, AND HOW TO THROW HAND GRENADES. 
WE ALSO HAD A FULL SCALE BEACH DEFENSE USING 
LIVE AMMO, ALL THE WAY FROM 155 ARTILLERY, 81 
MM MORTARS, MACHINE GUNS, DOWN TO RIFLES. 
ON THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 7, 1942, THE 
164TH WAS ALERTED AND ORDERED TO PACK AND 
READY TO MOVE TO THE DOCK IN NOUMEA THE 
NEXT DAY. THE 2ND BN ARRIVED AT 6PM AND 
LOADED ONTO A NAVY TRANSPORT U.S.S. 
McCAWLEY AT 10PM OCT 8TH. WE FINALLY LEFT 
NEW CALEDONIA AT 11AM OCT 9TH-DESTINATION 
GUADALCANAL, SOLOMON ISLAND. 
WE WERE CAUGHT BETWEEN THE STRIPS, BUT BY 
LUCK, WE FOUND A DITCH TO GET INTO AND 
STAYED THERE THE REST OF THE NIGHT. WHEN 
DAYLIGHT ARRIVED, WE COULD SEE THE 
DEVASTATION CAUSED BY THE SHELLING. MOST OF 
THE PLANES WERE DESTROYED AND THE RUNWAYS 
WERE DAMAGED. WE ALSO SUFFERED A FEW 
CASUAL TIES. THE 2ND BATTALION WAS BIVOUACED 
JUST BELOW HENDERSON FIELD, WHILE THE 1ST 
AND THIRD WERE LOCATED IN DIFFERENT AREAS. 
WE HAD JUST ABOUT GOT SET UP WHEN THE AIR 
RAIDS STARTED, THIS BECAME A REGULAR ROUTINE 
WITH THREE OR FOUR A DAY. ALSO AT NIGHT, A 
LONE JAP, KNOWN AS 'WASHING MACHINE CHARLIE" 
WOULD FLY AROUND AND DROP SMALL BOMBS TO 
KEEP US AWAKE. WE FINALLY GOT OUR MORTAR 
GUADALCANAL POSITIONS SET UP. THE OTHER PLATOONS ALSO 
IN THE EARLY AM OF OCT 13TH, THE CONVOY GOT THEIR HEAVY WEAPONS IN POSITIONS ALSO. 
ARRIVED IN THE NARROW 3'E. A-L.D Ho"-'11~D S6--• · SOME OF THE MARINE 
SEALARK CHANNEL,WHICH tvR1G.-tt"r- [~or&.=~- Rt>b .zr ~ewNfl PILOTS WOULD COME TO OUR 
LIES BElWEEN TULAGI AND AREA IN THE EVENING AND 
GUADALCANAL, WHERE THE STAY TO GET AWAY FROM THE 
TWO TRANSPORTS DROPPED NIGHTLY SHELLINGS OF THE 
ANCHOR AND BEGAN AIR FIELD BY THE JAP NAVY. 
DEBARKATION AT 5:30AM. ONE OF THE PILOTS, JOE FOSS, 
ABOUT 10 OF US STAYED RECEIVED THE MEDAL OF 
ABOARD TO UNLOAD THE HONOR, LATER, FOR HIS 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES. ACTIONS ON GUADALCANAL. 
AT ABOUT NOON TIME WE THE JAPS HAVE BEEN 
RECEIVED AN AIR WARNING LANDING FRESH TROOPS, ON 
AND THE TRANSPORTS THE NORTHERN PART OF THE 
PULLED UP ANCHOR AND ISLAND, ABOUT EVERY OTHER 
HEADED FOR THE OPEN SEA. NIGHT WHILE SHELLING THE AIR 
THE RAID LASTED ABOUT 1/2 FIELD. 
HOUR AND ONE OF OUR MEN FINALLY, ON THE NIGHT 
WAS KILLED. THE TRANSPORT OF OCT 23RD, THE JAPS HIT 
RETURNED AND WE STARTED OUR PERIMETER IN A SECTOR 
TO UNLOAD _AGAIN. ABOUT LATER KNOWN AS " COFFIN 
TWO HOURS LATER, ANOTHER CORNER" THAT WAS HELD BY 
RAID AND OUT TO SEA AGAIN. THE 7TH MARINES. 
THIS RAID LASTED LONGER SO THE 3RD BATTALION OF 
WE DIDN'T FINISH UNLOADING THE 164TH WAS MOVED IN TO 
UNTIL ALMOST 5PM. WE REINFORCE THE LINES AND 
FINALLY WENT OVER THE SIDE WAS SUCCESSFUL IN 
AND DOWN THE CARGO NET Jl-9-2. PLUGGING THE LINE WHERE 
TO A LANDING CRAFT AND P\la• ~vs~L1 JAPS WERE INFILTRATING IN 
'.l>,W\0 'VJ "' 
HEADED FOR SHORE. ON PWNs~l:. w~rOEJJ /tc.. LARGE NUMBERS. 
KUKUM BEACH WE FOUND AT DAYLIGHT, THE JAPS 
OUR COMPANY AND HAD TO DIG IN BECAUSE THE RETREATED BACK TO THEIR LINES, AND THE ONES 
JAP ARTILLERY STARTED SHELLING IT. WHILE ON THAT INFILTRATED WERE KILLED, AS THE JAPS 
THE BEACH, WE WERE INFORMED THE REASON WE WOULD NOT SURRENDER. 
WERE HERE WAS TO SUPPORT THE 1ST MARINE THE NEXT TWO NIGHTS WERE A REPEAT. THE 
DIVISION, WHICH HAD BEEN ON THE ISLAND OF JAPS HIT DIFFERENT SECTORS OF THE LINES, 
GUADALCANALSINCEAUGUST7TH. . LOOKING FOR A WEAKNESS TO INFILTRATE, BUT 
AT ABOUT 11PM, WE RECEIVED ORDERS TO FOUND NONE AND IT COST THEM HIGH AMOUNT OF 
MOVE INLAND. WE HAD ONLY GONE A SHORT CASUALTIES. IN THE MORNING, AFTER A LONG 
DISTANCE WHEN A STAR SHELL EXPLODED AND LIT NIGHT, WE WERE AT OUR MORTAR POSITION WHEN 
UP THE WHOLE AREA. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY AN SGT RAY HOLSWORTH CAME UP TO TALK TO US. HE 
INTENSE SHELLING FROM A JAP BATTLESHIP THAT LEFT TO GO BACK TO HIS AREA WHEN WE HEARD A 
WAS FIRING 18-INCH SHELLS, IN AN EFFORT TO SHOT. LATER, WE FOUND OUT THAT A SNIPER HAD 
DESTROY HENDERSON FIELD AND A FIGHTER STRIP. KILLED HIM. 
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THINGS RETURNED TO NORMAL AND WE GOT 
BACK TO A NORMAL ROUTINE. THE AIR RAIDS AND 
SHELLING STARTED AGAIN AS THE JAPS STARTED 
TO BRING IN REINFORCEMENTS. OUR NAVY AND 
THE MARINE AIR FORCE WAS GIVING THEM A 
HARD TIME TO GET SUPPLIES ON THE ISLAND. 
THEY RESORTED TO TRY AND FLOAT SUPPLIES IN 
WITH THE TIDE AT NIGHT, BROUGHT IN BY 
SUBMARINES. 
THE THREE MAJOR PROBLEMS WE ALL 
ENCOUNTERED ON THIS ISLAND WERE HUMIDITY, 
HEAT, AND [THE BIG PROBLEM BECAUSE OF NO 
INSECT CONTROL WAS] MALARIA. 
FROM NOV 6 THRU NOV 12, 
THE 2ND & 3RD BNS MOVED TO AN 
AREA KNOWN AS KOLi POINT. 
THERE WAS SOME LIGHT FIGHTING 
AND PATROL ACTION. ON NOV 12, 
WE WERE PULLED BACK INTO THE 
PERIMETER. THE COAST WATCH 
REPORTED THAT A LARGE JAP 
NAVAL FORCE WAS HEADING TO 
GUADALCANAL. 
8TH MARINES, WE MOVED BACK TO PERIMETER 
RESERVE AND OUR FIRST HOT MEAL IN 26 DAYS. 
WE WERE BACK ON RESERVE FOR A 
FEWDAYS WHEN FIVE OF US ENDED UP IN THE 
HOSPITAL. WE HAD SORES ON OUR LEGS THAT 
WAS CLASSIFIED AS CORAL POISONING. IT TOOK 
ABOUT A WEEK TO GET IT HEALED. IT WAS NICE 
TO BE IN THE HOSPITAL AFTER ALL THOSE DAYS 
OF LAYING AND SITTING ON THE GROUND. WHILE 
WE WERE ON THE LINE, THE REST OF AMERICAL 
ARRIVED ALONG WITH THE 25TH DIV. THE 15T AND 
7TH MARINES LEFT FOR R&R AT NEW ZEALAND. 
WE STILL HAD AIR RAIDS, BUT AS 
FOR THE 164 TH' IT WAS MOSTLY GUARD 
DUTY IN VARIOUS AREAS WHILE THE NEWLY 
ARRIVED TROOPS MOPPED UP. FINALLY ON 
MAR 15T, 1943, WE GOT ORDERS TO MOVE 
TO THE BEACH AND LOAD ON TO'A TROOP 
TRANSPORT, WE LEFT FOR AN UNEVENTFUL 
TRIP TO SUV A, FIJI. 
FIJI ISLANDS 
AT SUVA, WE DISEMBARKED AND 
WERE TRANSPORTED BY TRUCK TO CAMP 
SAMABOLA, WHICH WOULD BE OUR HOME 
FOR THE NEXT NINE MONTHS. IT WAS 
WE WERE CAMPED ALONG 
THE BEACH AND WE WITNESSED A 
LARGE NAVAL BATTLE. .. IN THE 
SEALARK CHANNEL. THE NEXT 
MORNING, WE FOUND OUT THAT 
OUR NAVY HAD HEAVILY 
DAMAGED THE JAP NAVY AND 
HAD LEFT A LARGE NUMBER OF 
TROOP SHIPS AND CARGO-SHIPS 
NORTH OF US. THE REST OF THE 
ECORDS AS OF DEC 31, 1942 
INCE OUR LANDING ON OCT 
13TH WERE: 63 AIR RAIDS, 
GREAT TO HAVE ELECTRIC LIGHT AND A 
ROOF OVER HEAD INSTEAD OF TENTS, 
WHICH WE HAVE LIVED IN FOR A YEAR 
WE EVEN HAD REAL SHOWERS. 
137 MEN AND OFFICERS KIA, 
08 MEN AND OFFICERS WIA, 
13 MEN AND OFFICERS MIA 
OUR STAY HERE WAS A 
COMBINATION OF R AND R AND FURTHER 
TRAINING AND MANEUVERS WITH FIJIAN 
DAY, OUR AIR CRAFT BOMBED AND STRAFED 
THESE SHIPS, SINKING MOST OF THEM WITH A 
HIGH LOSS OF LIFE. . A COUPLE OF CARGO SHIPS 
MANAGED TO RUN UP ONTO THE BEACH AND 
JAPS WERE ABLE TO SALVAGE THE CARGO. 
ON NOV 18, WE MOVED INTO A DEFENSIVE 
POSITION. THE AREA WAS LOCATED NW OF THE 
PERIMETER, WITH NO TREES AND THE GROUND 
WAS CORAL. WE SET UP OUR MORTARS, WHICH 
ENDED UP BEING QUITE A TASK. IT WAS VERY 
DIFFICULT TO DIG INTO CORAL TO MAKE 
SHELTERS, AS THE JAPS WERE DROPPING 
MORTAR SHELLS INTO THE AREA. WITH NO 
TREES FOR SHADE, THE HEAT WAS TERRIFIC. 
THE OTHER PROBLEM WAS WE COULD NOT HEAT 
OUR C-RA TIONS SO WE HAD TO EAT THEM COLD. 
AFTER COMMUNICATION WAS ESTABLISHED 
WITH THE OBSERVER, THE MORTARS WERE USED 
TO KNOCK OUT JAP GUN EMPLACEMENTS BY 
USING DELAYED ACTION SHELLS TO PENETRATE 
EMPLACEMENT COVERS. OUR AIR FORCE DID A 
GOOD JOB OF SILENCING THEIR ARTILLERY. OUR 
PATROLS WERE VERY ACTIVE AND SOME USED 
OUR MORTARS TO DROP SHELLS AHEAD OF THEM 
AS THEY ADVANCED INTO JAP TERRITORY. THIS 
KEPT US PRETTY BUSY. 
ON DECEMBER 16TH, THE 2ND BATTALION 
WAS RELIEVED BY THE THIRD BATTALION OF THE 
16 
TROOPS, THAT HAD BEEN TRAINED BY 
NEW ZEALAND ARMY. THESE TROOPS WERE EXPERTS 
AT NIGHT INFILTRATION TACTICS. ON ONE SUCH 
EXERCISE, WE SET UP OUR GUN POSITIONS IN 
DAYLIGHT IN A HEAVILY WOODED AREA, ALONG WITH 
BARBED WIRE WITH BELLS TO ALERT US IF ANYTHING 
TOUCHED THEM. BY NIGHT.THERE WAS HEAVY RAIN 
SHOWERS IN THE AREA. WHEN DAYLIGHT ARRIVED, 
ALL OUR GUNS HAD CHALK MARKS ON THEM AND 
NOBODY HEARD OR SAW ANYONE. 
I HAD A PROBLEM WITH A STIFFNESS IN MY 
FINGER JOINTS THAT SPREAD TO MY WRISTS. I ALSO 
CAME DOWN WITH ANOTHER ATTACK OF MALARIA, . 
WHICH PUT ME IN AN ARMY HOSPITAL. WHILE IN THE 
HOSPITAL, A DOCTOR CAME THRU AND ASKED EACH 
OF US IF WE HAD ANY OTHER PROBLEMS SO I TOLD 
HIM ABOUT THE STIFFNESS IN MY HANDS. HE SAID HE 
WOULD BE RIGHT BACK AND WHEN HE CAME HE GAVE 
ME A LARGE PILL AND INFORMED ME THAT I HAD 
MALNUTRITION. THIS WAS THE RESULT OF THE 26 
DAYS OF COLD C RATIONS ON GUADALCANAL. IT 
WASN'T LONG BEFORE MORE MEN FROM THE 164TH 
CAME IN WITH THE SAME PROBLEM. IT WAS ABOUT 
TWO MONTHS BEFORE I GOT OUT OF THE HOSPITAL. 
THE REST OF OUR STAY ON FIJI WAS R & R AND 
TRAINING. WE FINALLY GOT ORDERS TO PACK UP. ON 
DECEMBER 19TH, WE LOADED ON A TRANSPORT AND 
HEADED FOR BOUGAINVILLE. 
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BOUGAINVILLE 
WE ARRIVED AT EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY 
ON CHRISTMAS MORNING AND WE SET UP A 
STAGING AREA A SHORT DISTANCE IN FROM THE 
BEACH. OUR ORDERS CAME TO RELIEVE THE 9TH 
MARINES ON THE PERIMETER. OVER THE NEXT 
WEEK, THE BALANCE OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION 
ARRIVED, BY THE END OF JANUARY, ALL OF THE 
MARINE INFANTRY WAS OFF THE 
IN THE PHILIPPINES. WE NOW KNEW WHAT THE 
FUTURE OPERATION WAS. WE SPENT CHRISTMAS 
ON THIS ISLAND AND WAITED FOR ORDERS. 
SHORTLY AFTER THE NEW YEAR, WE RECEIVED 
ORDERS TO PACK UP AND LOAD EVERYTHING ON 
TO AN LST. WE THEN MOVED OUT INTO BAY AND 
WAITED, AFTER A FEW DAYS, THE BAY WAS LOADED 
WITH ALL KINDS OF SHIPS AND Lsrs. 
ISLAND. THIS LEFT THE 37TH DIVISION, V -,L ~OL ... .J ? 
THE AMERICAL DIVISION, AND A FIJI fO(f ~IH ~ war (uu sooo .... 
WE FINALLY GOT UNDER WAY 
AND FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS, 
THINGS WERE QUIET, BUT THEN TEN 
KAMIKAZES DOVE AT US. FROM WHAT 
WE COULD SEE, ONE CARGO SHIP 
WAS HIT AND SET ON FIRE. WE ALSO 
GOT INTO TYPHOON, WHICH GAVE US 
A ROUGH RIDE. WE MADE A LANDING 
AT LINGAYEN AND MOVED IN TO A 
INFANTRY REGIMENT. 
MOST OF THE ACTION, AT THIS 
TIME, WAS LIMITED TO PATROLS, SOME 
MAKING CONTACT WITH THE JAPS. 
ALSO RECEIVED A FEW AIR RAIDS. 
WE FINALLY HAD TIME TO SET 
UP A BASE AREA WITH SQUAD TENTS 
AND COTS. WE COULD ALSO DO SOME 
WASH, AS THE AREA WAS LOCATED BY 
A STREAM. SOMEHOW WE ACQUIRED 
A GASOLINE GENERATOR AND A PUMP 
AND MADE A SHOWER. 
OUR STAY HERE WAS SHORT LIVED, AS WE 
WERE ORDERED TO TAKE UP POSITIONS ALONG A 
RIVER AND SET UP OUR MORTARS. OUR OBSERVER . 
WOULD GIVE US THE COORDINATES AND WE LAY 
DOWN A BARRAGE, IN A VALLEY, WHERE THE JAPS 
WERE DUG IN. THIS WENT ON FOR ABOUT A WEEK 
THE JAPS FINALLY PULLED OUT,SO WE WENT BACK 
TOOURBASE. 
WHILE [THERE], I AND ANOTHER FELLOW GOT 
CALLED TO REPORT TO HEADQUARTERS. WHEN WE 
ARRIVED, WE WERE ASKED IF WE WOULD ACCEPT A 
TRANSFER TO ANOTHER OUTFIT. THEY EXPLAINED 
THAT, OUR RECORDS SHOWED, WE HAD A 
CLERICAL RATING, WHICH WE HAD RECEIVED A 
CAMP WHEEL~R. WE BOTH SAID ''YES". 
ABOUT TWO HOURS LATER, WE WERE ON OUR 
WAY TO AN AREA NEAR THE BEACH. FOR THE NEXT 
TWO DAYS, MORE MEN ARRIVE FROM DIFFERENT 
OUTFITS. FINALLY WE BOARDED A TROOP 
TRANSPORT "HUNTER LEGGET" AND LEFT 
BOUGAINVILLE. THE NEXT STOP WAS AT THE ISLAND 
OF NEW GEORGA AND THERE WE PICKED UP SOME 
MORE PEOPLE. WE FINALLY LANDED AT 
FINSCHHAFEN, NEW GUINEA. 
1491 ENGINEER MAINTENANCE COMPANY 
THEY INFORMED US THAT WE WERE FORMING 
A NEW MAINT CO. THAT WOULD BE USED IN FUTURE 
OPERATIONS. AFTER ABOUT A WEEK, WE WERE 
ALERTED TO BE READY TO MOVE TO HOLLANDIA, 
NEW GUINEA, WHERE WE WOULD GET OUR 
EQUIPMENT. WHEN WE ARRIVED, WE WERE 
NOTIFIED THAT THIS WOULD BE FOR A LONGER 
STAY AND. THAT WE WOULD LEARN WHAT OUR JOBS 
WOULD BE. IT WAS NOW CLOSE TO THE END OF 
ANOTHER YEAR, WHEN WE RECEIVED ORDERS TO 
SMALL VILLAGE, WHERE WE WOULD 
REMAIN FOR QUITE SOME TIME. 
FINALLY THE INFANTRY HAD 
PUSHED THE JAPS INTO MANILA, WE @ MOVED TO TARLAC, A CITY ABOUT 
FORTY MILES FROM MANILA. AGAIN 
WE STAYED HERE FOR OVER A MONTH, AS THERE 
WAS VERY HEAVY FIGHTING IN THE CITY. 
. WHEN WE MADE OUR NEXT MOVE, IT WAS 
THRU MANILA AND ON INTO A LARGE SUGAR 
REFINERY PLANT, WHERE WE SET UP SHOP. 
APPARENTLY THE JAPS VACATED THESE 
BUILDINGS IN A HURRY AND LEFT-SOME EQUIPMENT 
AND PAPER WORK BEHIND. I WORKED IN THE 
PARTS SECTION ALONG WITH THREE OTHER MEN. 
DUE TO THE LARGE NUMBER OF TRUCKS, ETC., 
NEEDING REPAIRS, WE HAD PLENTY OF WORK. 
IN THE BEGINNING OF MAY, FOUR OF US WAS 
NOTIFIED THAT WE WERE PICKED FOR ROTATION 
AND WERE TO REPORT TO BASE K IN LEYTE. WE 
WERE TRANSPORTED TO CLARK FIELD WHERE WE 
WERE ABLE TO GET A FLIGHT ON A DC-3 TO LEYTE. 
WHILE WE WERE THERE [ON LEYTE], 
GERMANY SURRENDERED, AND A POINT SYSTEM 
WENT INTO EFFECT. I HAD WAY MORE POINTS THAN 
NEEDED, SO THEREFORE, WOULD NOT HAVE TO 
COME BACK. WE FINALLY BOARDED A TROOP 
TRANSPORT AND HEADED BACK TO THE STATES. 
WE MADE A THREE DAY STOP AT PEARL HARBOR TO 
TAKE ON CIVILIAN WORKERS AND FAMILIES. IN JUNE, 
I FINALLY ARRIVED AT SAN FRANCISCO, 39 MONTHS 
AFTER LEAVING FROM HERE. 
ALL THE TROOPS ON THE SHIP WERE SENT TO 
ANGEL ISLAND FOR ONE-WEEK QUARANTINE. WE 
WERE ALSO ISSUED NEW UNIFORMS. 
I BOARDED A TROOP TRAIN IN FRISCO AND 
ARRIVED AT FORT DIX, N.J., SEVEN DAYS LATER I 
WAS NOTIFIED THAT, WITH THE NUMBER OF POINTS I 
HAD, I WOULD BE DISCHARGED. THREE DAYS LATER, 
I LEFT FT. DIX AND ARRIVED HOME, THE FIRST TIME, 
46 MONTHS LATER. 
PACK UP. WE LOADED OUR TRUCKS AND OTHER Editor's Note: This text was scanned from the 7-page original. It has 
EQUIPMENT ON TO A LST, AND LEFT FOR AN been refonnatted, but nothing is missing. 
UNEVENTFUL TRIP TO A SMALL ISLAND, OFF LEYTE, Howard Lauter passed away 26 Mar 04(see Last Roll Call page 2) 
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DECIPHERING IJS ARMY WWII DOG TAGS 
Excerpts from a detailed article by Alain Batens at Dave Steinert's "WWII COMBAT MEDIC,, website, http://home.attnetl-steinert/ 
BRIEF HISTORY: 20 December 1906-introduction of ONE Dog Tag; 6 July 1916-introduction of SECOND Dog Tag; 
12 February 1918 - introduction of ARMY SERIAL NUMBER (too many identical names; e.g., Brown, Jones); 
1940- intro of TAG, IDENTIFICATION, M-1940- Stock No. 74-T-60, 2"x 1-1/8", with notch, and hole (dia 1/8") fornecklace; 
1943-NECKLACE & EXTENSION Stock No. 74-N-300, length 40" (distance between 2 Dog Tags 1 W'in) 
1-L_in_e+-l_st_......L,..e_D_ec_4_0-_N_o_v_41 ________ ----!~2n_d__._...._e _N_ov_4_1_-J_u_J4_3 _ -1 th type Mar4'4-Apr46 
1 First, initial, Last CLARENCE R JONES Chan e Line 1 to JONES CLARENCE 
2 serial # + blood e 20737566 
SERIAL NUMBERS Regular Army (1940) start with digit 1, second digit indicated Corps Area/Service Cmd 17130598 
National Guard (1940) start with digits 20, third digit indicatelCorps Area/Service Cmd) 20717243 
Draftees (1940) start with digit 3 or 4, second digit indicated Corps Area/Service Cmd) 37130734 
Commissioned Officers (1921) prefix 0, followed by hyphen+ 2-7 digits 0-57, 0-3822, 0-1170276 
Warrant Officers (1942) prefix W, hyphen - 21 + 5 digits W-2118310; Flight pfficers (1942) prefix , T-6367 
Army Specialist Corps (1942) prefix S, S-1038451. Army Nurse Corps (1921 prefix N, 6 digits N-71l2136 
Hospital Dietitian prefix R; Physical Therapist - M; Contract Surgeon - CS, Ameri~ Red Cross- ARC; Geodetic Survey - K 
WAC (1943) prefix L (officer), L-918042, A (enlisted) A-205333 and V (Warrant Officerf -7.04827, 









First Corps (ME-NH-VT-MA-RI-CT) HQ=Boston, MA; 
Second Corps (NJ-DE-NY) HQ=Governors Island, NY; 
Third Co s PA-MD-VA-DC H =Baltimore, MD 
Fifth Corps (OH-WV-IN-KY) HQ=Ft. Hayes, OH; 
Sixth Co s IL-Ml-WI H =Chica o, IL 
Fourth Corps (NC-SC-GA-FL-AL-TN-MS-LA) HQ=Atlanta, GA; 
Ei th Co s TX-OK-CO-NM-AZ H = Ft. Sam Houston, TX 
Seventh Corps (MO-KS-AR-IA-NE-MN-ND-SD) HQ=Omaha, NE; 
Ninth Co s WA,-OR-ID-MT-WY-UT-NV-AZ-CA-AK H =Presidio, CA 








NEW COMBAT ACflON BADGE THI OTHER COMBAT BADGES 
The Army approved the design for the Combat Action 
Badge in May 2005. The CAB, featuring both a 
bayonet and grenade, may be awarded to any Soldier 
performing assigned duties in an area where hostile 
fire pay or imminent danger pay is authorized, who is 
personally present and actively engaging or being 
engaged by the enemy, and performing in 
accordance with the prescribed rules of engagement. 
The Award is not 
limited by one's 
branch or military 
occupational 
specialty, as are 
the infantry and 
medical badges. 
The Global War on Terrorism and its associated 
operations will be the first era of conflict considered 
for this award, with September 18, 2001, becoming 
the effective date. That is when President Bush 
signed Senate Joint Resolution 23, authorizing the 
use of military force against those responsible for the 
recent attacks launched against the United States. 
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Fourth Award 
The Expert Infantryman Badge and the Combat 
Infantryman Badge (above left) were authorized in 
1943. The Army authorized the Combat Medical 
Badge (above right) in 1945. 
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Eighth Army & Major Units 
http://www.korean-war.com/8thArmy.html 




US Marine Corps 
http://www.korean-war.oom/lJSMarlneslus-martnes.html 
US Coast Guard 
http:/lwww .korean-war.oom/lJSCoastGuard.tmll 
http;//www.korean-war.com/USUnits.html 
"THE FORGOTTEN WAR" 
Total Served 5,720,000 
In Korean Theater 1,789,000 
33,741 US Dead 
23,615 Killed In Action 
92,134 US Wounded** 
4,820 US Missing In Action 
(Declared Dead) 
7,245 Prisoners Of War 
2,847 Died in POW Camp 
-ughtly wounded who were treated and released 
back to duty are not included in these figures. 
(04/17/2001 Statistics) 
MIA/KIA Lists Link 
http://www.korean-war.oom/miakia.html 





Military Advisory Group 
http://www.korean-war.~ .htrnl 
11 SH()ll'I' S'fOllY IIY 11 I G~&TH KC)lll~1lr 1 llrAll VC)tUr 1'1'1~1~1l 
this valley about 5 or 6 miles. The right end of our line was 
anchored by a quad fifty which was located roughly 100 
yards to the left flank of our bunker as we faced the NW. 
My partner in the bunker for the first couple of days was a 
ROK soldier by the name of Pak san Ha. He was a Korean 
soldier of fortune who had helped the Japanese fight the 
Americans on Guadalcanal a few short years prior to this 
incident. I'm sure that he had been conscripted into the 
Japanese army, in no way of his own free will. The 
Japanese had been in control of Korea from the time of the 
Russian Japanese War until Korea was divided by the US 
and the Soviet Union at the end of WWII. 
On about the second evening in the fox hole with Pak, I 
started humming • Jesus Loves Me", 
probably more for my own 
entertainment than anything else. 
After a couple of times through the 
little ditty, I sang the words in 
Korean. At that time, Pak's only 
reply was, "Don't spoof me GI." 
A day or two later, my squad leader 
assigned Pak to another foxhole 
somewhere. In a day or two he · 
came around and I asked him why 
he had moved Pak. Sgt Dessecker · 
told me that Pak had said that I 
didn't speak enough Korean for us to communicate. Truer 
words have probably never been spoken as that little ditty 
in Korean was probably over 99% of my knowledge of the 
Korean Language. 
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Heroes of the 164th: Woodrow Keeble 
Reprinted from the March, 1969, News: 
Woodrow Wilson Keeble was born at 
Waubay, South Dakota, and attended 
Wahpeton [N. Dak.] Indian School, 
where he was a baseball pitcher. 
Later, a member of the City Amateur 
league, he hurled the Wahpeton team 
to ten straight victories. 
Upon graduation from Wahpeton 
Indian School, he [was] employed by 
the school for six years when he was 
called into active service in WWII 
[with] Co I, 164th Infantry, [seeing 
combat] on Guadalcanal. He was 
wounded in action and released from 
active service 11 April 46. 
Woodrow [ volunteered for] active 
duty during the Korean conflict and 
was assigned to Co. G, 19th Inf., 24th 
Div., in Korea. Woodrow Keeble (2nd from right) with 164th in WWII 
Photo used by permission of James Fenelon 
We regret that we do not have. his official records and 
that space in this small paper does not allow us to do 
justice to his complete record. We requote the story, 
as told by his fellow combat sergeant (1st Sgt. 
Kosumo Joe Sagami, Chicago, Ill.), as told in the 
April 2, 1961, issue of the Farmer-Globe, Wahpeton: 
In reference to ... Keeble, Woodrow W., I am more 
than honored to be of any assistance toward this man. 
I am very well acquainted with the case, as I was then 
1st Sgt. of Co. G, 19th Inf, 24th Div., then located in 
the general vicinity of Kumsong, North Korea, and in 
contact with the enemy from on or about 28 Sept. - 22 
Oct. 1951. 
On or about 15 Oct. 19 51, all officers of the Company 
had received disabling wounds or were killed in 
action except one platoon leader who assumed 
command of the Company. Two of the acting platoon 
leaders, platoon sergeants, were rotated a few days 
before this date. Consequently, it became imperative 
that M Sgt. Keeble take on the added duties not only 
for his 1st Platoon, but of the other two, though there 
were men of almost equal rank. 
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This was a Command suggestion, the rank and file 
urging, but mostly voluntary on the part of M Sgt. 
Woodrow W. Keeble, who was one of the few actual 
selfless men in Korea. 
On or about 18 Oct., M Sgt. Keeble led the is', 2nd, 
and 3rd platoons of Co: G in successive assaults upon 
the enemy. During that morning and afternoon, Sgt. 
Keeble received four separate wounds, twice in the 
morning [with] _the F' platoon, and twice in the 
afternoon--once each with the 2nd and 3rd platoons. 
As often seen in movies, but seldom seen on the actual 
- , place of combat, Sgt. Keeble refused 
evacuation though he did consent to 
/ first aid from the company medic. 
· Being at that time the Company's 1st 
Sgt. and not a medical man, I am not able 
to state the extent [ of his wounds J or later 
physical repercussions [from those 
J injuries]. I did note that he had 
1 fragmentation wounds in his chest, both 
arms, left thigh, right calf, knee, and 
right thigh. 
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Woodrow Keeble: Reprinted from 164'h Infantry News, March, 1969, Volume 3, #1 [Photos added] Pg 2 of 4 
M/ Sgt Keeble and 1st platoon, G Co, 19th Inf Reg, 24th Inf Div: Oct 1951, Korea 
Only after all Company objectives were obtained, did 
he consent to become evacuated. He proceeded 
through normal medical channels, Bn. Aid Station, 
Collecting and Clearing Co. His wounds under 
normal tactical conditions would have qualified 
him for immediate evacuation to Japan. 
Unfortunately, during this period, replacements 
were not to be had for the entire regiment except 
the drafting of clerks, cooks, and drivers from 
the headquarters complement of the entire regiment. 
This was why Sgt. Keeble was sent back within a week 
to the Company. 
Upon his return to the Company and reporting to me, 
I could not help but notice that his wounds were still 
bleeding on the most part. He had to exert himself to 
raise his weapon and forced to limp with his crippled 
legs. All that the medical corps [accomplished] was 
the extraction of the shell and grenade fragments 
before classifying Sgt. Keeble RTD. 
Perhaps as added information I should state that M 
Sgt. Keeble was recommended for the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for his devotion to and beyond the 
call of duty. Unfortunately, the recommendation was 
lost in the Awards and Decoration Section at 
Division. Again the recommendation was submitted 
on the 1 dh of December 19 51. Again the papers were 
lost - this time during the move of the regiment to 
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Japan. By now it was too late for any Medal of Honor 
recomme,ulations from our division in compliance 
with DA memoranda. Though only two signatures 
were required for any recommendation, the entire 
Company signed these recommendations for 
this award to Sgt. Keeble. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross and Bronze Star Medal and all the 
service medals for campaigns in which he 
participated. 'Woody' has had several operations and 
spent a great deal of time in the V A Hospital as a 
result of wounds received in service and is still 
suffering from an arrested case of TB. He has had at 
least two strokes - as a result, bis right arm is 
paralyzed and he can utter only a few words. Before 
his last illness he also did youth work at Trinity 
Episcopal Church. Woody is also known for his letter 
and poem writing ability. He has a good soldier's 
distaste for war, and he philosophizes about it. 
Woodrow W. Keeble came to Wahpeton, ND, with his 
mother who was employed at the school, when he was 
two years old. He has been a resident of Wahpeton 
since that time. In addition to his service record, 
Woody is well remembered as an outstanding athlete 
in the Wahpeton community. Woodrow Keeble is 
married to the former Nettie Owen, a graduate of the 
local school. [This was as of March 1969] 
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Distinguished Service Cross A ward 
M. Sgt. Woodrow W. Keeble, 
NG20711396, Infantry, United States 
Army. Sgt. Keeble, an acting platoon 
leader with an infantry company, 
distinguished himself by extraordinary 
heroism in action against the enemy in 
the vicinity of Sang-san-ni, Korea. On 
20 Oct. 1951, the company of which 
Sgt. Keeble was a member was movin forward in an 
attack again y,, de enemy force 
occupying p on a st terrain feature 
of great tac. rtari ea the support 
platoon, Sgt. sudde~saw t a the attacking 
elements had be o p,itmed down he precipitous 
slope by a de o voJ.bhi hine-gun fire 
from three foitifi placed enemy 
positions. Wiili optR e for his personal 
safety, he dashed ~ ed the pinned down 
platoon. Then, huggt ground, he crawled 
forward alone until he :was in close proximity to one 
of the hostile machine-gun emplacements. Ignoring 
the vicious strea~ of fire, whi the enemy crew 
trained on him, h~ activated a na e and, throwing it 
with great ace ·acy, u ess y destroyed the 
position. C umg bis one-roan> assau he moved to 
the secon enemy pos1tio and str d it with 
another gre De ~t . t the hostile 
troops were now . c _beir entire firepower 
against him and unleas ing a shower of grenades in a 
frantic attempt to stop is d ance, he moved forward 
against the third hostil em cement. Stunned by an 
enemy concussion gren de, he hesitated only long 
enough to regain his senses, then renewed his assault 
and skillfully neutralized the remaining enemy 
position with exceptionally accurate rifle fire. As his 
comrades moved forward to join him, he continued to 
direct deadly accurate fire against nearby enemy 
trenches, inflicting extremely heavy casualties on the 
foe. Inspired by his courageous example, the friendly 
troops swept the enemy from the hill and secured the 
important objective. The extraordinary heroism and 
completely selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sgt. 
Keeble on this occasion enabled his company to 
accomplish its mission, reflect great credit on himself, 
and are in keeping with the finest traditions of the 
military service. Entered the Federal service from 
North Dakota. 
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Silver Star Award 
By direction of the President under the 
provisions of the Act of Congress, 
approved 9 July 1918 (WD Bul. 43, 
1918) and pursuant to authority in AR 
600-45, the Silver Star for Gallantry in 
Action is awarded to the following 
enlisted man: 
ed an enemy auto a 1c weapon from 
the hip until it n out of a unition, and then 
continued to deliver marching fire with his own rifle. 
The platoon, ins ired his earlessness, quickly 
overran the obje · and forced the enemy to flee in 
wild disorder, leaving 15 dead ehind. Sgt. Keeble's 
courageous action, exemplary leadership and selfless 
devotion to duty reflect the highest credit on himself 
and the United States Infantry. Entered military 
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Bronze Star Medal Award 
By direction of the President under 
the provisions of Executive Order 
9419, 4th Feb. 1944 (Sec. II, WD 
Bui. III 1944) and Pursuant to 
authority in AB-50-45, the Bronze 
Star Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster) 
with the letter "V" device for Heroic 
achievement in connection with 
military operations against an enemy of the United 
States is · amed enlisted 
man: 
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The Incredible Bullet Holes 
Larry Gay, historian for the 24th ID Assoc, took this photo of 
M/Sgt Keeble after the 24 Nov 51 minefield event for which 
Woody earned the Bronze Star with ''V" device for Valor. In 
the picture, Woody is pointing at the stock of his gun, 
because there's a bullet hole in it next to the name of his first 
wife, Nettie, which he carved into the wood. Larry Gay said 
they were taken by a surprise attack after unknowingly 
crossing through a minefield. They were coming to the aid 
of a pinned-down unit of the 25th, which had gotten into a 
trap. The Co G boys were on their bellies firing at the enemy 
while Woody decided if they should move forward into the 
oncoming fire or go back through the minefield. Larry said 
he reached back to get a new clip from his hip or jacket 
pocket and looked back under his arm to see "Chief' (as 
most called him) standing straight up assessing the situation 
through his field glasses. Bullets were zinging all around 
him, and even the one that hit "Chiefs" gun didn't phase 
him. He then made the decision that they'd have to retreat 
through the mine field and led the way with no casualties 
(other than the first man who alerted-them to the mmes when 
he got his leg blown off). -From Merry Helm 
(The photo above is chopped at the top 
because] Larry was aiming his camera 
at the gun stock. Woody's family 
brought that piece along with them to 
the reception in Fargo (11 Feb06). They 
also brought his helmet (from Korea), 
which has bullet entry and exit hole -
~-... -· w:-. ·•- the bullet grazed Woody's neck, 
entering below his ear and exiting near 
:-.......eo. the base of his spine. -From Merry Helm 
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The Crusade: To Honor a Warrior· 
THE CRUSADER: 
Merry Helm, has a passion for telling stories. Good 
stories. Your stories. She is the talent and writer for a 
Prairie Public Radio program, Dakota Datebook, where 
she links a date on the calendar with a significant 
person or occurrence. She has chronicled the actions 
of the 164th, and in doing so, found a tale that was not 
only worth telling, but was also worth tracking. She 
has no military experience, but she is on a mission: to 
re-nominate Woodrow Keeble for the nation's highest 
award. And she's on the attack with her own time and 
her own money. Her story is worth reading, tool 
-Shirley J. Olgeirson, Lt Col. (ret) 
Editor, 164 Infantry News 
Let me say I found out about Woody BECAUSE of 
the 164th Newsletter. I had written a series of 
episodes for my Public Radio program, Dakota 
Datebook, on the happenings at Guadalcanal. Eric 
Nelson (Turtle Lake) heard the broadcasts and 
contacted me, because his father was in the 164th 
[Infantry Regiment] and 
he'd done quite a bit of 
research. He shared 
with me newsletters 
dating back to 1967, 
and in one from 1969, I 
found the story of Sgt. 
Keeble, with text of the 
three citations he was 
awarded in Korea. It 
also explained that the 
recommendation for the 
DSC had actually been 
for the MOH but had 
'-----!.-=-==~..::....::..:::.::::=...:;..__~ been lost. 
I have since written two Dakota Datebooks [for Prairie 
Public Radio] on Sgt. Keeble. I was intrigued enough 
to find Keeble's family, which set off a chain of events 
that has led me to take on the task of writing a brand 
new proposal for the medal upgrade. Using staff 
journals, morning reports and other official documents 
I found in the National Archives, I realized Woody's 
actions -- as described in his DSC citation - have 
been the only focus in the past reviews. What I am 
seeing is a much broader picture. Following the 
advice of a National Archivist, I am focusing on 
the fact that Keeble's actions on 20 Oct 1951 were 
all the more heroic because of the following: 
Operation Nomad, the last major Allied offensive of 
the war, began on 13 Oct 1951. It was the last in a 
long string of bloody (one major calls it a "ghastly 
bloodletting") battles designed to toughen up all the 
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green Gls who were being brought in as 
replacements. Prior battles included the Iron 
Triangle, Heartbreak Ridge, Old Baldy, Punch Bowl 
and a few others that began (I think) in July. 
Operation Nomad, for some reason, is seldom 
mentioned in history books, but it was brutal and ugly. 
Keeble's Company G, 19th Inf Reg, 24th ID, was 
brought out of reserve 15 Oct, a very bad day. ~ithin 
the following days, almost all the officers were either 
KIA or WIA, and one is said to have bugged out. 
M/Sgt Keeble was a BAR man who had earned the 
trust of his men because he took each and every new 
guy under his wing for at least 2 days -- teaching 
them, counseling them (the interviews on this side of 
Keeble are incredible). By the 18th, he and several 
other M/Sgts were the highest ranking men left, and 
everybody urged Keeble - and he volunteered -- to 
take over as the company commander. 
Meanwhile, the first battalion was nearly destroyed. 
Fox Co, of the 2nd battalion, was decimated. In fact, if 
you look at the overall lists of seriously wounded or 
evacuated, you can find almost every name from 
George Co is there. 
To boil it down, Keeble was WIA on the 15, RTD the 
16th WIA on the 17th, RTD on the 18th. Was 
awa;ded the Silver Star on the 18th. Remember, this 
is round-the-clock fighting, no letup, on steep rocky, 
splintery mountainsides, with the Chinese deeply 
entrenched above them. On the 20th, the entire 
company went after Hill 675-770 and immediately got 
pinned down. G Co 1st platoon (Woody's) led off, got 
in trouble, and the 2nd platoon came through. 3rd 
and 4th platoons were pinned down as well. Th7re 
was a knoll preceding Hill 770 that had three machine 
gun bunkers triar19ulating, backed by 2 short trenches 
of Chinese riflemen. 
The 2nd platoon assaulted this knoll and was 
immediately repulsed. The 1st platoon, now in 
support, was back a ways. Woody crawled from the 
1st platoon to the 2nd, took a hard look at the 
situation and then struck out on his own. M/Sgt Frank 
Plata (3rd platoon) says somebody told him, 
"Keeble's going up alone." Plata replied, "Either he's 
the bravest soldier I ever met, or he's nutsl" 
It took Keeble several hours, but he took out all three 
bunkers -- two with grenades, the third with rifle -- and 
then took out the riflemen in the trenches. One of the 
men I've tracked down and interviewed said that 
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when they joined Keeble at the top, the tip of a bullet 
that went through his chest was protruding from his 
ammo belt in back. He'd also been hit with mortar, 
concussion grenades, his knee was torn apart and 
more. But he refused to be evacuated until he was 
sure the hill was secure and the enemy broke. 
Sergeant Sagami wrote later that under normal 
circumstances, Keeble's wounds would have gotten 
him shipped out. .. but he was put back on the line 
within a week. Sagami said Keeble could hardly 
walk, his wounds were bleeding through the 
bandages, and he had trouble holding up his gun. 
As for what I'm doing, as I've found different men 
. who fought with Keeble, I've decided it's 
important to get their stories on film, so I can also 
make a documentary about him when I can. I've 
filmed in Philadelphia, Sisseton & Fargo so far. 
The shoot in Fargo (11 Feb 06) included interviews 
with James Fenelon and Les Aldrich of the 164th. 
It also included interviews with men who admired 
Woody when they were children. General Duane 
Holly remembers fighting for the right to carry 
Woody's baseball shoes (Woody was a great 
athlete). Others knew him from training camps, from 
riding with him on the boat to Korea, and still others 
were actually members of Keeble's platoon in Korea. 
Al Moore traveled from NC, and Dale Dicke traveled 
from Ohio. Keeble's family members came from 
Sisseton. People in the community, mostly veterans, 
donated money to cover the costs of hotels, airfare, 
food, etc. Keeble's grandson donated enough to hire 
a very good film crew. Karen Burgum donated a 
very classy reception at the Hotel Donaldson. 
Unfortunately, four key witnesses couldn't travel to 
me because of health reasons. Which means I have 
to somehow get to them. I also need to return to the 
National Archives to do more research. We're hoping 
to find people who can maybe donate frequent flyer 
miles for this, or who might want to cover the costs of 
hotel rooms, that sort of thing. You see, nobody ever 
hired me to do this. I just felt so strongly about it that 
I've been working out of pocket for nearly a year now. 
The good news is that I, and all the other people who 
care, are feeling very optimistic. It's just a matter of 
getting the job done. - Merry Helm 
Merry Helm can use all the support she can getl 
If you'd like to help, she can be contacted at 
701-293 5045 or email 52pianos@cableone.net 
Her mailing address is 
420 8th Ave South, Fargo ND, 58103. 
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Medal of Honor 10USC3741 
The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in 
the name of Congress to a person who, while a 
member of the Anny, distinguishes himself . .. 
conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his or her life above and 
beyond the call of duty 
while engaged in an action 
against an enemy of the US; 
while engaged in military 
operations involving conflict 
with an opposing foreign 
force; . . . The deed performed 
must have been one of 
personal bravery or self-
sacrifice so conspicuous as 
to clearly distinguish the 
individual above his comrades and must have 
involved risk of life. Incontestable proof of the 
performance of the service will be exacted and each 
recommendation for the award of this decoration will 
be considered on the standard of extraordinary merit. 
"The 154th Infantry Association is totally behind 
the efforts of Merry Helm to further the 
recognition of 'one of our own'." 
Lt Col (ret) Bernard A. Wagner 
President, 164 Infantry Association 
South Dakota lawmakers unanimously support 
the family's campaign with a Resolution passed 
in the Senate & House in Jan 06. An excerpt: 
State of South Dakota 
81st SESSION LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2006 
SENATE CONCURRENT RE OLUTION NO. 2 
.... Recommending Master Sergeant Woodrow Wilson 
Keeble for the Medal of Honor. . .. .. 
WHEREAS, Master Sergeant Keeble was recommended for 
the Medal of Honor in November, 1951 , for action in 
Operation Nomad and the recommendation was lost; and 
WHEREAS . . . [the] recommendation . . . was resubmitted in 
December, 1951, and was again misplaced; and ..... 
WHEREAS, the Secretary of the Army is authorized by I 0 
C.F.R. §§ 1130 and 1552 to correct or upgrade any military 
record .. . to correct an error or remove an injustice; and 
WHEREAS, Born in Waubay, SD, and buried in 
Sisseton, SD, Master Sergeant Keeble, a full-blood Sioux 
Indian, is described by his friends and family as "a 
native South Dakotan in every sense of the word": 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate of 
the Eighty-first Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the 
House of Representatives concurring therein, that the South 
Dakota Legislature strongly urges the President of the 
United States or the Secretary of the Army to 
posthumously award the Medal of Honor to Master 
Sergeant Woodrow Wilson Keeble ..... 
FULL TEXT AT: http://lcgis.statc.sd.us/scssions/2006/bills/SCR2cnr.pdf 
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Written by Merry Helm for Prairie Public Radio 
Dakota Datebook - "Master Sergeant Keeble, Hero" May 16, 2005 
Woodrow Keeble was born in Waubay, SD, on this 
date in 1917. During his lifetime, he fought in two 
wars and - with all his medals and awards combined 
- is reportedly the most decorated soldier in North 
Dakota history. 
Keeble's parents were from the Sisseton-Wahpeton 
Sioux tribe. His parents were poor; his mother died 
early, and his father, Isaac, enrolled Woody in the 
Wahpeton Indian School so he could get three good 
meals a day. After Keeble graduated, he worked at 
the school and made a name for himself pitching 
baseball. In fact, the White Sox were recruiting him 
when he was called to action in World War 11. His first 
battle took place on the island of Guadalcanal on 
October 13, 1942; he was in Co. I of the North Dakota 
1641h Infantry. 
Keeble's stepson, Russell Hawkins, explains what 
the 1641h faced at Guadalcanal: ''The Japanese had 
not been defeated," he says. "They'd gone through 
Burma, they'd gone through China, they'd gone 
through everybody in their way. They were hardened, 
they were seasoned, and they were a war machine. 
And through generations, their code of conduct was, 
'to die is glorious." You never run, you never retreat, 
you die with honor. No matter what the odds were, 
no matter what the enemy, . you stood your ground 
and you fought 'til you died with your sword. And so 
that was the enemy you were against at Guadalcanal 
- the Japanese lmper_ial Marines." 
Keeble later reflected on his reaction to that battle: 
"Before I experienced the horror of that attack," he 
wrote, "I was quick to call coward or yellow anyone 
who showed fear under any circumstances. 
Nevermore. I don't know these things, but they speak 
truth to one. I am not a psychologist, nor a 
statistician, and less of a philosopher; but the depth of 
emotion, the dreads of fear, the referees of horrors, 
and the concentration of self that led me to make this 
observation, the fear impulse, or perhaps, better said, 
the (impulses caused) by fear, are stronger, more 
demanding than either that of Jove or hunger ... " 
"Fear in my opinion is a state of drunkenness," he 
wrote. "And when men are in that state when the fear 
impulse takes a hold... he loses all reason, sense of 
values, and is not liable, or at least should not be held 
accountable for acts perpetrated when thus 
possessed." 
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"During the 13 months," ·Keeble continued, "(in the) 
almost continual and sustained combat in which I 
have ever participated, there were moments, and rare 
ones, I am sure; but they lose none of their terror or 
horror for which fear laid a relentless and a powerful 
hold on me, that the pull of cowardice was almost 
more than I could ward off. There were terrible 
moments that encompassed a lifetime, an 
endlessness, when terror was so strong in me, that I 
could feel idiocy replace reason. (Yet,) I have never 
left my position, nor have I shirked hazardous duty. 
Fear did not make a coward out of me." 
James Fenelon, a Standing Rock Sioux, fought 
shoulder-to-shoulder with Keeble at Guadalcanal and 
said, "The safest place to be was right next to Woody. 
I don't know how many rounds he carried, but he had 
bandoliers on each shoulder. His gun just never 
stopped - no matter where you were there were 
Japanese. He was unbelievable." 
"For meritorious achievement in ground operations 
against the enemy," Keeble was awarded his first 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart at Guadalcanal. It was 
just the beginning of a long and distinguished career 
- one we'll be revisiting ... 
Sources: Sota /ya Ye Yapi, May 28, 1997 and March 20, 2002; Elijah 
Black Thunder, Norma Johnson, Larry O'Connor, Muriel Pronovost, 
Ehana Woyakapi: History and Culture of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux 
Tribe of South Dakota 
Excerpt from Merry Helm's 
Dakota Datebook -"Most Decorated Soldier" 
Aired on Public Radio October 20. 2005 
Sources: Sagami, Kosumo (Joe). Notarized letter to William Mjoqdalen, 
VA Center, Fargo, ND. 2 Oct, -1954."Woodrow W. Keeble: Citation for 
Distinguished Service Cross." Hall of Heroes. CombatLeadership.com, 
"Distinguished Service Cross Recipients." Legion of Valor. 
http://www.legionofvalor.com 
As an infantryman, Woodrow Wilson Keeble of 
Wahpeton became the state's most decorated 
soldier. He fought with the ND 1641h in WWII and, as 
a marksman and expert with a Browning Automatic · 
Rifle, he had one of the military's most dangerous 
jobs - yet he survived more than five years of ground 
fighting in that war. 
When the Korean War erupted, Keeble reenlisted, 
telling a friend, "Someone has to teach those kids 
how to fight." 
Editor -the remainder of this episode outlined how Keeble 
earned his Korean War medals, which is told on other pages of 
this issue. 
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WAHPETON, North Dakota - Woody's Horne Town 
Wahpeton means "Dweller amongst the leave "in the 
Sioux language. The name of the park i Chah1i1kapa, 
1neaning "Top of the trees or End of the wood ". 
The Woody Keeble Shelter in Chahinkapa Park was dedicated to 
his memory on Veterans Day, November 11th, 1983. The project 
was started by then-VFW commander Gale Tollefson. It is a 24' x 
36' structure with 8 overhead garage doors. The west wall field 
stone fireplace was built by brick & stone mason Robert Novetske 
and features a photo of Keeble and a bronze plaque describing his 
awards. Wiring was done by electrician Herman (Pete) Hareland, 
and the BBQ grill was built by then-Park Superintendent Wendell 
Langendorfer. All the men mentioned above are members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4324. The 
shelter is nestled amongst the trees in the island portion of the park, overlooking the pond, and just a 
baseball's throw to the south is John Randall baseball diamond where Woody pitched many a game. 
"In our little corner of the ·world, 
Woody ha always b en , een a a 
Medal of Honor recipient." 
-Lane A. ,vatel.md, Wahpeton 
:Major, ~DAR. 'G, r tired 
This is the photo of Keeble that is displayed on the 
fireplace in the park shelter that bears his name. 
Duane Holly recalls that this portrait also hung on the 
wall of former ND Senator Milton Young's office in 
Washington, DC, for many years. (Courtesy Lane Wateland) 
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L-R: Robert Novetske, Gale Tollefson, Col (ret) E. Duane Holly, 
Herman "Pete" Hareland stand by the fireplace featuring Keeble's 
photo and plaque at the 1983 Veteran's Day dedication of the Woody 
It r 
Keeble's roots began in South Dakota and there 
is where his family tree continues to grow: His 
surviving relatives are his second wife, Dr. 
Blossom Hawkins-Keeble; her children, Kathryn 
Hawkins-Akipa and Russell Hawkins, and their 
children; as well as many other close relatives, 
most of whom reside in South Dakota. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Nettie Owens-
Keeble, and their son, Earl. 
Special thanks to Major (ret) Lane Wateland from Wahpeton, 
who responded immediately, in true Guard tradition, to my last 
minute request for information about the park. He went out to 
get photos of the Keeble Shelter on a day the windchill was 
reported as low as 42 below zero. --Editor 
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Greetings from your President 
& Association Officers! 
The Holiday season is the time that we 
look to the friendships and memories of 
the past year and prepare for a New Year. 
With the type of support that we have had 
c::====::::::i in the past, we can expect another banner 
year. The Reunion Committee has been doing their usual 
responsibilities, and our Editor is preparing another 
informational newsletter. 
Reminder: Reunion Dates 15-16-17 Sept 06 
Ray Kreidlkamp, Vice President, is in charge of housing. 
Hotels/Motels 
Amerlcinn: 280 Winter Show Road; indoor 
hot tub and pool, jacuzzi, meeting room, 
executive suites, cribs and rollaways 
available, suites with fireplaces. 701-845-
555 l or I-800-634-3444. 
Super 8: 822 11th St SW; family restaurant 
next door, outside outlets, cribs, small pets 
allowed. 701-845-1140 . 
Wagon Wheel Inn: 455 Winter Show Road; 
indoor pool~ jacuzzi, meeting room, executive 
suites, complimentary continental breakfast. 
701-845-5333 or l-800-319-5333. 
THE 164TH INFANfRY NEWS 
osr OFFICE Box llll 
BISMAllCK. NoR1H DAK.arA 58502-llll 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUES1ED 
The 164'" Infantry News is published 3 times a year as an 
informational newsletter for members of the 164th Infantry 
Association. The membership fee is $10 a year. 
2005-2006 Association Officers 
President .... . : ...... .. . ... ...... ... ... Bernie Wagner: (701) 845-0799 
Valley City, ND 
Vice President ...... ..... . .... .... ... Ray Kreidlkamp: (701) 845-1502 
Valley City, ND 
Secretary!I'reasurer ... ... Bennet J. "Ben " Kemp: (701) 222-4694 
Bismarck, ND 
Editor ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...... · .. Shirley J. 0/geirson: (701) 224-9253 
Email Address: Editor 164In(antryNew@Jiotmail.com 
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A Tribute to Woody 
Rest easy, sleep well my brother. 
Know the line has held, your job is done. 
Rest easy, sleep well. 
Others have taken up where you fell, 
the line has held. 
Peace, peace, and farewell .. 
As an enlisted man in WWII, I got to know Woody quite 
well because he had a close friend in my Platoon in 
Company "G". We played Baseball on the same team 
and socialized at times:- W~ kept this friendship 
throughoµt the ~s ·n/.~ il~~ !be last time that I 
saw Woo'dy1:;iff ~Vjas Mav--Il144: ~en his platoon 
took ove · · i.:igtl'fl~:;}!P~ --~~Eiajpop, ~Bougainville 
when I Wa$ s lo:Qnlfe.( Cand,da e no 
\' ;.;.,,.-· ..:// ~ \ \ ~ / / ... / / ,.- ~.,,-
We had ca ~ :eo~ rn -~ _;i _ --:- en I was 
recalled for t ore.an- ar;wyjrt(ved in Camp .Rucker 
in 1951 by t '§n =..h. _ ompany had the detail of 
transporting m futfo our Company area. We just had 
casual contac n the next years. After the Korean 
Conflict, we me ·n Wahpeton a couple o'f times for short 
visits. \ 
I knew Woody as an Outstanding Soldier and a true 
friend. The 164th Infantry Association totally supports 
the efforts of Woody's family and their ambassador, 
Merry Helm, to further the recognition of 'one of our 
own'. 
Lt. Col. (ret) Bernard A. Wagner 
· Pre~ident, 164th Infantry Association 
CURTIS HANSON 
PO BOX 9000 
GRAND FORKS, ND 58202 
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